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Christian Schwarz’s Questions 

“What church growth principles are true, regardless 
of culture and theological persuasion?” 

“What is the difference between growing and 
declining churches?” 

“What causes a church to grow?” 

1. Studying Scripture 
2. Observing Nature 
3. Empirical Research 

Three ways to pursue the answer… 
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 And he was saying, “The kingdom of God 
 is like a man who casts seed upon the  
 ground; and goes to bed at night and gets  
 up by day, and the seed sprouts up and  
 grows – how, he himself does not know.  
The earth produces crops all by itself; first the 
blade, then the head, and then the mature grain 
in the head.  But when the crop permits, he 
immediately puts in the sickle, because the  
harvest has come.”                   Mark 4:26-29 

1.  Studying Scripture 
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That we have a role to play is clearly demonstrated by 
the farmer’s work at seed time and harvest. 

 

God has a role to play as seen in the seemingly “all-by-
itself” growth. 

Studying Scripture Conclusions 

The creative relationship between 
the two poles is the secret of 

Natural Church Development; 
ensuring that the institutional side 

of church life (static pole) is in 
harmony with God’s principles so 

that the dynamic pole can develop 
unhindered and healthy. 

Dynamic Pole 
 

organic 
grow 

freedom 
“all by itself” 

Static Pole 
 

technical 
build 
order 

“man-made” 

Produces 

Stimulates 
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Matthew 6:26 “See the lilies of the field, how 
they grow”.   
 

The word see in the text is the Greek 
katamathete… learn, observe, study, research. 

2.  Observing Nature 
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Matthew 6:26 “See the lilies of the field, how 
they grow”.   
 

The word see in the text is the Greek 
katamathete… learn, observe, study, research. 

2.  Observing Nature 

Conclusion:  Every organism in the universe has all-by-
itself growth potential.  They will grow, thrive and 
multiply when the environmental factors are suitable. 
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Growth Principles 
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Biotic Principles 

• Interdependence 

•Multiplication 

•Energy Transformation 

•Multi-usage 

• Symbiosis 

• Functionality 

harnessing = 

cooperating = 

connecting = 

reproducing = 

sustaining = 

evaluating = 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Empowering Leadership - 1) match of pastor/congregation; 2) Delegation/sharing of ministry; 3) leadership through vision; 4) leading change.Gift-Oriented Ministry - 1) understanding your gifts; 2) matching gifts to task; 3) coaching, training, supporting; 3) significance of service.Passionate Spirituality - 1) personal spiritual disciplines; 2) corporate spiritual disciplines; 3) contagious faith.Functional Structures - 1) org structures and systems; 2) leadership oversight; 3) vision, goals and planning; 4) creativity and managing change.Inspiring Worship - 1) feeling inspired; 2) worship planning; 3) visitor friendly; 4) care for children; 5) God centered/celebrative music; 6) life-transforming preaching.Holistic Small Groups - 1) spiritually oriented; 2) developing relationships/authentic community; 3) member participation; 4) guest sensitive; 5) multiplication.Need-Oriented Evangelism - 1) personal; 2) corporate; 3) seeker aware; 4) assimilation.Loving Relationships - 1) joy & trust; 2) interdependence; 3)affirmation/encouragement; 4) conflict resolution.
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