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All Saints’ Cathedral remembers fallen soldiers 
on 100th Anniversary of Battle of the Somme

In the summer of 2016, 100 years after one 
of the most costly battles on the Western 
Front, a chorister from All Saints’ Cathedral 

travelled to northern France to visit the World 
War I battlefields where several Commonwealth 
soldiers from her own church gave their lives for 
peace and freedom.

A memorial plaque in the Cathedral honours 
more than 70 former parishioners who went to 
Europe to serve in the Great War, 1914-18, and 
never returned home. Fifteen of the soldiers had 
been killed during the four-and-a-half-month 
long Battle of the Somme. Vanessa Johnson had 
already booked a trip to France to volunteer 
for the battle’s centenary anniversary on July 
1, 2016. So she spoke to Cathedral Dean Neil 
Gordon and he suggested she take tokens of 
remembrance from the church to leave on the 
soldiers’ graves.

With previous experience working as a 
guide at the Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland 
Memorial in France, Johnson was accepted 
as a volunteer at the centenary ceremony 
at Beaumont-Hamel. There she observed 
members of the Canadian delegation led by the 
Honourable Kent Hehr, Minister of Veterans 
Affairs and Associate Minister of National 
Defence, and members of the British delegation 
led by His Royal Highness the Prince of 
Wales and Her Royal Highness the Duchess 
of Cornwall, place wreaths on the Great War 
battlefield which still bears the scars of artillery 
craters and trenches. 

Johnson’s interest in Canadian war history 
began with the stories her grandfather Frederick 
William Johnson, who fought with the Royal 
Canadian Artillery in the Second World War, told 
of landing on Juneau Beach on June 7, 1944, the 
day after D-Day. In an email to All Saints’ she 
shared her “unbelievable” experience of being in 
France to commemorate the anniversary of the 
Somme battle.

July 1, 2016, Albert France: “The whole 
region of Picardy is involved in commemorating 

the Battle of the Somme. Hence, my time 
here in France has been amazing! French, 
British, Canadians, Australians and, of course, 
Newfoundlanders all had tickets to attend the 
ceremony at Beaumont-Hamel. The centenary 
ceremony started about 20 minutes late because 
it took the dignitaries and royal delegation a long 
time to navigate through the road blockades. 
Once Prince Charles and the Duchess of Cornwall 
were seated, the ceremony got underway. Two 
musicians played and sang a song that they had 
composed to remember the Royal Newfoundland 
Regiment. Three individuals recited the “Ode of 

Remembrance.” One person recited it in English, 
another in French and the third in the Inuit native 
language. I had no idea that two members of 
the Royal Newfoundland Regiment who fought 
during the First World War were Inuit.”

One evening, before making a memorial 
pilgrimage to the Albert Communal Cemetery to 
begin looking for the Cathedral soldiers’ graves, 

Johnson was 
invited to attend 
a candle-lit vigil 
at the Beaumont-
Hamel Memorial 
to commemorate 
the Royal 
Newfoundland 
Regiment. 

When Britain 
declared war 
on Germany in 
August, 1914, 
the people of 
Newfoundland 
responded with a 
great outpouring 
of patriotism 
and many rushed 
to enlist. An 
astonishing 801 
Newfoundlanders 
climbed out of 
the deep, dark 
trenches to 
advance through 
a hail of enemy 

fire toward the German lines to open the Battle of 
the Somme. Sadly, only 68 were able to answer 
roll call the next day, with 255 dead, 386 wounded 
and 91 missing. Along with the Canadian National 
Vimy Memorial, Beaumont-Hamel Newfoundland 
Memorial is one of only two National Historic 
Sites located outside of Canada 
(www.vac-accc.gc.ca).

Continued on page 8.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Between July 1 and November 18, 1916, 
15 members of All Saints’ Cathedral were 
killed during the Battle of the Somme. 
This summer, Cathedral chorister Vanessa 
Johnson placed cards of remembrance, 
blessed by Dean Neil Gordon, on a few of the Commonwealth soldiers’ graves. She 
visited the grave (pictured above) of Lieut. Roland W. Lines, a prominent Edmonton 
architect, in the Albert Communal Cemetery. 
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Archdeacon to model missional way in Edmonton diocese

It takes many hands and loads 
of love to build the kingdom 
of God. We all have unique 

skills, and we all have the ability, 
should we decide, to use those 
skills for mission. Today, the 
Edmonton diocese’s newly appointed 
Archdeacon for Mission and 
Discipleship leads the parish of 
St. Luke’s in southeast Edmonton. 
But when he began to actively live 
his faith, to love Jesus and share 
that love with as many people as 
possible, he was a 19-year-old gas-
fitter in Reading, England.

While attending a youth group 
meeting at Greyfriars Church in 
his hometown, Richard King was 

inspired by a speaker from Operation 
Mobilization (OM), a network of 
more than 6,800 volunteers and staff 
spreading the hope of Jesus Christ in 
118 nations around the world. As it 
turned out, the OM team was looking 
for a young lad with practical skills 
and enthusiasm and King had plenty 
of both. 

After a year with OM, King 
sought training in order to further 
pursue overseas missions, but at 
every turn, and to his own surprise, 
he was advised to seek ordination, 
instead. He was accepted into a 
two-year, Church of England pre-
theological program (distance 
education with part-time residency) 
and then went on to full-time study 
at Oak Hill College in London. 

“I fully expected someone to 
eventually tell me ‘you 
don’t belong here!’” he 
says. “But no one did.” 

In 1990, King was 
ordained a deacon in 
Canterbury Cathedral, 
by the Most Rev. Robert 
Runcie, then Archbishop 
of Canterbury. The next 
year, he was ordained 
a priest by Runcie’s 
successor the Most Rev. 
George Carey. 

“At the time I didn’t 
realize what a privilege 
that was,” says King. 
“It was the norm in 
southeast England.” 

King was appointed 
curate at St. John’s, 
Folkestone, where his 
missional focus was on 
young families and youth 
work. While serving 
four rural churches in 
the Kent countryside, 
King then went on to 
experiment with a Fresh 
Expression of church 
centered on small 
groups called cells. 
The groups grew out of 
church members’ regular 
social activities and 
community-involvement. 
Together, the cells made 
up the body of Christ and 
Sunday worship became 
a celebration of their 
mid-week work. King 
was trainer, enabler and 
mentor for each cell, 
while group members 
were responsible for 
each other’s pastoral 
care. The cell church 
method of growing 
church went “very, very 

well,” because it is “a natural way 
of involving everyone in the mission 
and work of the church,” says King.

In 2002, King ventured away 
from parish ministry to serve with 
Church Army (renamed Threshold 
Ministries in Canada) in the south of 
England. Then, in 2006, two years 
after the release of The Mission-
shaped Church Report, King was 
called back to Canterbury diocese. 
He was one of two diocesan 
missioners appointed by Bishop 
Graham Cray (chair of the working 
group that authored the report) 
to help model a missional way of 
church in the UK. 

While serving part-time as 
priest in a village parish located on 
the ancient Pilgrim’s Way, between 
London and Canterbury, King helped 
develop missional strategies for 
both inherited models of Church and 
Fresh Expressions of Church, sharing 
those ideas across Canterbury 
diocese. At the end of his tenure 
as Canon Missioner, he was well 
equipped for his next post - to lead 
and grow the parish of St. Mary’s, 
Kennington. 

When King married his 
Canadian-born wife Shelly in 2012, 
he wrote to Bishop Jane Alexander 
to ask if there might be a role for 
someone with his gifts and skills in 
the Edmonton diocese. Bishop Jane’s 
response was “very affirming,” 
and King kept in touch with the 
diocese until last year, when the 
need to move to Alberta became 

more pressing in order to support 
Shelly’s mom. King was encouraged 
to apply for a position at St. Luke’s, 
Edmonton.

“It was just the right post at 
just the right moment,” he says. 
The difficult part of moving to 
Canada for Richard and Shelly has 
been moving away from his grown 
children, Emily and Andy. But the 
kids are excitedly planning a visit 
to Canada next year and, in the 
meantime, the King family “rejoices 
in the internet” while keeping in 
touch. 

Fittingly, the Gospel reading (1 
Cor 12:1-11) on King’s first Sunday 
as rector of St. Luke’s illustrated a 
passionate interpretation of mission 
- how we, as Christian disciples, are 
called by God to use our gifts of the 
Spirit to move forward as one unified 
body of Christ. 

Discipleship and mission go 
hand in hand, says King, who 
has been getting to know his 
parishioners, their passions and their 
skills, as together they develop a 
Mission Action Plan (MAP). “We’re 
a good fit,” he says, noting the 
parish’s efforts to provide outreach 
to the Holyrood community and 
beyond. For many years St. Luke’s 
has been a distribution centre for 
the Edmonton Food Bank. When 
families arrive to pick up their food, 
they are invited to stay for a cup of 
coffee and a chat. 

Continued on page 8.

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Bishop Jane Alexander, Dean Neil Gordon, newly 
collated Archdeacon Richard King and members 
of the Edmonton clergy sing with the Cathedral 
Choir.

Many members of St. Luke’s were present for 
Evensong to celebrate the appointment of their 
rector Richard King as an archdeacon. 

The Ven. Richard King (center) is welcomed by the archdeacons of the 
Edmonton diocese (from left): Lee Bezanson, Joanne Webster, Alan Perry 
(Executive Archdeacon) and Christopher Pappas.

The Rt. Rev. Jane Alexander, Bishop of Edmonton, 
collates the Rev. Richard King to the office of 
Archdeacon for Mission and Discipleship during an 
Evensong Service, October 2, 2016, at All Saints’ 
Cathedral.                      Photo: Sarah Holmstrom

I fully expected someone to eventually tell 
me ‘you don’t belong here!’ But no one did.

Archdeacon Richard King, on following a calling to ordained 
ministry  
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Edmonton diocese invited to make social justice synergy

More than a year ago, 
Bishop Jane Alexander 
convened the Social 

Justice Committee for the Diocese 
of Edmonton. She launched us on 
a mission to amplify the impact 
of social justice initiatives being 
championed by individuals in 
parishes throughout the diocese. 

In an effort to support these 
champions and help them have a 
greater impact on the community we 
needed to gain a better understanding 
of the good works already being 
done to help the poor, the hungry, 
the homeless, the aged, the young 
and the mistreated. We surveyed 
each parish to identify how they 
were living out Matthew 25 in the 

community around them. 
What our survey revealed was 

that this is an exciting time to be 
involved in the ministry of social 
justice in the Diocese of Edmonton! 
Many parishes are either fully 
engaged in active projects or are 
committed to expanding their 
ministry in particular areas. Imagine 
how much more we accomplish by 
sharing our experiences, expertise 
and passion!

We are offering an opportunity 
to collaborate and share experiences, 
resources, and best practices, 
thereby learning from each other 
and growing our knowledgebase. 
Obstacles and challenges will also be 
discussed. Synergies will be created. 

Together we can make 1 + 1 = 3. 
(Remember, Jesus made 5 loaves + 
2 fish = 5000 meals!)

We would like parishes to 
identify their champions of social 
justice in order to connect them 
through guided (roundtable) 
conversations with others who share 
their passion for Christ and for 
social justice. We believe this time 
commitment of a few hours will pay 
huge dividends for all.

Our survey identified eight key 
clusters of social justice ministry 
being practiced in our diocese today: 

• indigenous reconciliation
• food security
• global justice
• persons with disabilities
• poverty and homelessness
• youth, seniors, and refugees.
Over the next six months, each 

of these clusters will be the focus of 
a roundtable discussion group. We 

are confident parishes will identify 
leaders who will be valuable assets 
to their respective roundtable. 
Parishes may also see a development 
need in a particular ministry, in 
which case, you are welcome to send 
representatives to learn from those 
who are already engaged in that field.

Several names have likely 
already come to mind. We ask that 
you talk to these people and send us 
your nominations for this important 
process as soon as possible. The 
meetings will take place over the 
winter. The facilitators will contact 
registrants to set a convenient 
meeting date. 

Together we will build important 
momentum for social justice in 
Edmonton! 

Please email your response to the 
diocesan Social Justice Committee: 
socialjustice@edmonton.anglican.
ca

An inspiring service of 
confirmation and renewed 
faith was celebrated at 

St. Saviour’s Anglican Church, 
Vermilion on Sunday, October 2. 

Bishop Jane presented the 
candidates with Diocese of 
Edmonton backpacks containing 
several items to help equip each 
confirmand on their faith journey. 

On this joyous day, St. Saviour’s 
also honoured parish musician June 
Clark for her “amazing dedication 
and commitment” to playing the 
organ weekly for almost 30 years. 
Her first service was Palm Sunday, 
1987. 

St. Saviour’s, Vermilion celebrates 
Christian faith confirmed and reaffirmed

syn.er.gy   the interaction or cooperation of two or more 
organizations, substances, or other agents to produce a 
combined effect greater than the sum of their separate effects.

TRICIA POLOWY
St. Saviour’s, Vermilion

Pictured from left with the Rev. Mark Murray and Bishop Jane Alexander are St. Saviour’s confirmands (back row): 
Brandel Donkin and Ty Cooper; and Gordon Hills who, along with Ruby McMinnis and Judy Sivam (front row), 
reaffirmed their faith; long-time organist June Clark.

Thanksgiving Service in 
Celebration of the

40th Anniversary of the
Ordination of Women in 

Canada

Celebrant and Preacher
The Rt. Rev. Dr. Jane Alexander 

Bishop of Edmonton

All Saints’ Cathedral
10035-103 Street, Edmonton 
Thursday, December 1, 2016 

12:00 noon 

Please come and share in this service to 
kick off a year-long series of activities 
(TBA), which willculminate with a final 
service in November 2017, God willing.

For more info, contact:
 the Rev. Miranda Sutherland
Coordinator, Planning Team
 & Priest, St. Mary’s Anglican, Edmonton 
Email:  allsaintsinchrist@gmail.com 
Phone:  (780) 898-9966
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Parishioners from St. 
George’s Anglican 
Church in Fort 

Saskatchewan were very 
happy to welcome the Rev. 
Chelsy Bouwman as our 
rector in May of this year. 

And, on Saturday, 
September 27th, we 
welcomed Bishop Jane and 
many guests to a celebration 
of our new rector’s induction 
which, for the first time in 
the Diocese of Edmonton, 
was held Messy Church 
style.

While several parishes 
in the Edmonton diocese 
now offer their own version 
of Messy Church, this was 
the first time for many in 
attendance to experience for 

themselves this 
interactive, all-
ages service - a 
creative offering 
of crafts, songs, 
worship and 
fellowship. They 
found out how 
much fun it can 
be!

Guided by 
our theme, salt 
and light, taken 
from the Bible 
(Matthew 5:13-
16), Chelsy 
welcomed God’s 
children, young 
and not-so-young, 
inviting us to 
stomp our feet, clap our 
hands and flail our arms as 
we warmed up by singing 
“This Little Light of Mine.”

As is custom, Bishop 
Jane brought her staff, cope 
and mitre (which she let 

the children try on) but she 
also came equipped with 
salty snacks and a flashlight. 
Through an interactive 
discussion about salt and 
light, we all got to know and 
experience Bishop Jane in a 

whole new way.  
The gifts of a bible, 

keys, bread, and symbols 
of baptism, typically 
presented by parishioners 
to the new rector during the 
induction service, were 

all incorporated into 
the crafts and music. 
We played in water and 
decorated picture frames 
with sea shells, painted 
our hands to stamp a 
musical note banner and 
crafted tambourines to 
make a joyful noise unto 
the Lord.

“Marching in the 
Light of God” into the 
church for communion, 
we broke bread together, 
with the pretzels we 
had made during Messy 
Church. With Bishop 
Jane’s blessing we were 
sent out into the world in 
the power of the Lord’s 

Spirit. But first, we gathered 
together back in the hall for 
a delicious and nourishing 
meal of lasagna.

Messy Church

St. George’s installs new rector in ‘Messy’ induction
SUSAN HAMPLE

People’s Warden
St. George, 

Fort Saskatchewan

If you hadn’t heard the 
announcements ahead 
of time, the Sunday 

morning service at St. 
Luke’s, Edmonton on 
September 18th would have 
come as quite a surprise. 

Instead of the regular 
service in the sanctuary, 
parishioners arrived to 
find the hall prepared for 
Messy Church. They all 
gathered round activity 
tables and soon the air 
was full of chatter and 
laughter. Many would have 
said they weren’t very 
“crafty,” but they dug in 
anyway, colouring, cutting, 
gluing, and building. Each 
activity represented an 
aspect of creation, from 
the glitter tea-lights, to the 
ocean in a bottle, and the 
more challenging candy 
DNA! When the activities 
were finished, the theme 
continued in a short worship 
time or, as they say in Messy 
Church, the “celebration.”

Afterward, some joined 
in a short communion 
service, where they prayed 
for St. Luke’s Messy Church 
project and all those whom 

God will touch through it. 
The whole event wrapped up 
with a delicious lunch. 

Rector’s Warden Karen 
MacDonald was in charge 
of the Messy activities. 
She said, “For me the most 
gratifying part was watching 
all ages working away side 
by side. The celebration 
brought tears to my eyes as I 
watched everyone clapping, 
singing and praising God 
together.” 

When St. Luke’s 
officially launches Messy 
Church, it will run monthly 
on a Saturday afternoon. 
This service, though, was a 
‘prototype,’ done just for the 

church family. 
The Rev. Richard King, 

Rector of St. Luke’s says 
this was for two reasons. The 
first was to give the Messy 
Church Team a practice run, 
which was very useful. The 
second, and possibly more 
important reason, was to 
help the congregation know 
what it’s all about, so they 
can be more knowledgeable 
when inviting friends and 
family. Rev. Richard, who 
was collated as the diocesan 
Archdeacon for Mission and 
Discipleship on October 
2, says the vast majority 
of people who are drawn 
into church come because 

of friends, family, and 
the activities of a local 

congregation. 
“Messy Church is great,” 

he says, “but mission is 

more than putting 
on events. Mission 
is helping every 
member of the 
church family 
become confident 
to engage with and 
invite the people 
they know: their 
children, their 
grandchildren, their 
neighbours; people 
who are already in 
their lives; people 
they know and 
love.” 

Future dates for 
St. Luke’s Messy Church are 
November 19 and December 
17, from 4:00-6:00 pm.

Messy Church ‘prototype’ at St. Luke’s Edmonton
SYNOD OFFICE STAFF
Diocese of Edmonton

The congregation at St. Luke’s try out Messy Church for 
themselves before offering it to the community.

Creating DNA is not easy!

Ocean in a bottle is an activity for Day 3 of the creation story.

Continued on next page.

The Rev. Chelsy Bouwman (pictured back row, right) poses with son Max and 
parishioners at her St. George Anglican Church Messy Induction. 
                                             Photo: Lindsay Morey, Fort Saskatchewan Record
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Messy Church

It was a gift to be 
given the opportunity 
to think outside the box 

and host a Messy Church 
Induction Service. Special 
thanks to Bishop Jane for 
her support, enthusiasm 

and encouragement to try 
something new. 

It was a joy to see 
parishioners young and old 

worshiping together through 
silly song and dance and 
messy crafts. 

May we continue 

through our ministry of 
Messy Church to be the Salt 
and Light to the world that 
God calls us to be.

St. George’s installs new rector in ‘Messy’ induction continued

Parishes in the dioceses 
of Athabasca and 
Edmonton are invited 

participate in a Messy Meet-
up on February 11, at Holy 
Trinity in Old Strathcona, 
Edmonton.

This will be the first of 
four gatherings designed 
to bring together Messy 
Church enthusiasts to share 
creative ideas and resources 
to grow God’s kingdom. In 
essence, this is a wonderful 
opportunity to connect with 
others, whether your church 
already runs a Messy Church 
(or some version of it), or 
you’re just plain curious to 
know what it’s all about.

The following is a letter 
of introduction from the Rev. 
Heather Liddell, assistant 
curate at Holy Trinity 
and the Alberta Regional 
Coordinator for Messy 
Church:

Hi, I’m Heather! 
I work with Messy 

Church Canada (facebook.
com/MessyChurchCanada) 
which is run by a group of 
volunteers under our Team 
Leader: Sue Kalbfleisch. 
Together we seek to 
empower Canadian Messy 
Churches in their mission 
to grow and live into the 
kingdom of God! 

We are an ecumenical 
group (meaning that we 
come together from all kinds 
of churches from different 
denominations) committed 
to supporting Messy Church 
at a local church level. That 
support can take the form of 
support, encouragement and/
or advice. 

Put into practice, 
what that can look like is 
meeting me for coffee to 
talk about Messy Church, 
introducing me to your team 
to talk about Messy Church, 
sending me an email for 
ideas or prayers or laments, 
or just coming to - or hosting 
- our quarterly Messy 
Meetings. The first Messy 
Meet-up will be February 
11, 2017, from 10:00 am to 
4:00 pm, at Holy Trinity in 
Old Strathcona and you’re 
all invited!

Messy Church is not a 
craft club, though it does 
involve crafts. It is not a 
sports club or a games club, 
though it does involve both 
sports and games. It is not 
a dinner club, though we 
do eat together. It is not a 
Sunday School, though we 
can, and often do, meet on 
Sundays! Messy Church is 
a church, and churches need 
support and community to 
thrive. 

My hope is that Messy 
Churches in Alberta - 
which are cropping up in 
glorious incarnations all 
over the place, including 
in our diocese - will start 
talking to each other. By 
being in conversation and 
relationship we can, and 
will, find fun and creative 
ways to do the hard work of 
building up God’s Kingdom 
here on earth!

Please give me a call: 
780-433-5530, send me an 
email: assistantcurate@
holytrinity.ab.ca or, even 
better, come to Holy Trinity 
in Old Strathcona on 
February 11th, 2017.

 Come equipped with 
your favourite craft and your 
best story, and prepare to be 
encouraged. 

Let’s get Messy!

The Rev. Heather Liddell
Alberta Regional 

Coordinator
Messy Church Canada

An open invitation to Messy Church for Edmonton Diocese

Children get a hands-on introduction to vestments from Bishop Jane.

 
 
          

Bring your favourite craft and 
your best story and spend the day 

with other Messy Church types. 
You’re invited to a 
#MessyAlberta 
Meet-up

February 11, 2016
10 am to 4 pm

Holy Trinity Anglican 
Church

10037 - 84 Ave  
Edmonton AB  

http://holytrinity.ab.ca  

RSVP to churched@edmonton.anglican.ca

Cont. from previous page.

Messy Induction activites all focused on the theme of “salt and light.”
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Indiginews

From the All Saints’ Cathedral 
sign above the 103rd Street 
sidewalk, a red dress swung 

in the wind on a cold October 4th 
evening. People bustled along 
beneath the dress, some of them 
hockey fans on their way to an 
Oilers’ game at the new arena further 
down the street. A few steps past the 
dress, a table was laid with a silver 
tray of little candles, some of them 
alight with tiny fl ames fl ickering in 
the chilly breeze. 

Behind the table stood a large 
fi gure in priestly vestments. The 
Dean of the Cathedral, the Very Rev. 
Neil Gordon, attended to the candles 
and chatted with people as they 
passed by. He invited pedestrians to 
light a candle in memory of missing 
and murdered Indigenous women. 
Indifferent and ever so slightly 
apologetic, some murmured they 
had no money for a candle. They 
did not stop to hear that the church 
was not raising money for a cause 
but, instead, was offering a moment 
of pause to honour the memory of 
the women who are lost to all of us. 
Others did take time to acknowledge 
the crimes against these vulnerable 
women, expressing their sincere 
appreciation for being able to offer 
their support.

At seven o’clock, Dean Neil 
Gordon carried the tray of lighted 
candles, leading the procession into 
the sanctuary past dimly lit pillars 
adorned with red dresses. Members 
of the congregation entered the 
Cathedral in semi-darkness, their 
gaze drawn to the bright display 
of fl ames dancing on a myriad of 
votive candles at the front of the 
church. Whether consciously or 
unconsciously perceived, these 
bright little fl ames seemed to evoke 
the shining spirits of the women who 
we have lost.

From the lectern, a person 
began to read the names of the 
more than 1,100 women who have 
been murdered or gone missing 

from indigenous 
communities. The sound 
of their names hummed 
in the background as 
the congregation sang a 
hymn, accompanied by 
the drumming of Sharon 
Pasula, Oskâpêwis/
Indigenous Cultural 
& Educational Helper 
for the Diocese of 
Edmonton. Through 
the drumming and the 
words of the hymn by 
a Canadian Mohawk 
composer, people were 
drawntogether to share in 
God’s river of life. 

The reading of the 
names continued in the 
background during the 
praying of the Collect, 
as the congregation invoked God’s 
love and care for the vulnerable 
and the grieving, calling for His 
Spirit of reconciliation and healing. 
The names were heard through 
subsequent prayers in the form of 
smudging (praying with smoke), 
prayers in the four directions and 
prayers of silence. The names were 
still heard as someone shared the 
story of a missing and murdered 
indigenous woman and someone else 
read the scripture telling of Jesus’ 
care for a marginalized woman. 

The reading of the names 
continued in the background through 
a time of silent refl ection, the 
lighting of a candle by each person 

in the congregation, a prayer for the 
missing and murdered women and 
their relatives. The litany of names 
continued through a further time of 
silence, closing prayer and blessing.

The REDress Memorial 
Service at All Saints’ Anglican 
Cathedral expresses the church’s 
sorrow at the loss of the lives of 
missing and murdered indigenous 
women and the grief suffered by 
their friends and relatives. It also 
expresses the church’s respect 
for these vulnerable women. The 
service took the congregation 
on a heartfelt journey of sorrow 
and love for the spirits of these 
children of God and their relatives.

Church Communities Display Colours of Healing and  Reconciliation Throughout City and Countryside

FRASER WILLIAMSON
All Saints’ Cathedral, Edmonton

Immanuel parish leads Orange Shirt Day walk in remembrance of children 

All Saints’ Cathedral invites passersby to light candles  for missing and murdered indigenous women and girls

To honour the memory of Canada’s 
more than 1,100 missing and 
murdered indigenous women and 
girls, All Saints’ Cathedral was 
decorated with red dresses on 
October 4.          

The last day of September has 
now become for many of us a 
day to remember and honour 

the survivors of Indian Residential 
Schools. Orange Shirt Day: for 
Every Child Matters. 

Back in 1973 a little girl named 
Phyllis excitedly got ready for her 
fi rst day of school. I remember that 
feeling of excitement and curiosity. 
Who would be my teacher? Would I 
make any friends? Phyllis was also 
getting ready to go away for school. 
She was a little First Nations girl 
headed off to the Indian Residential 
School in Williams Lake, BC. Here 
are Phyllis’ own words describing 
her experience: 

I went to the Mission for one 
school year in 1973/1974. I had just 
turned six years old. I lived with 
my grandmother on the Dog Creek 
reserve. We never had very much 
money, and there was no welfare, 
but somehow my granny managed 
to buy me a new outfi t to go to the 
Mission school. I remember going 
to Robinson’s store and picking out 
a shiny orange shirt. It had string 
laced up in front, and was so bright 
and exciting – just like I felt to be 
going to school!

When I got to the Mission, 
they stripped me, and took away 
my clothes, including the orange 
shirt! I never saw it again. I didn’t 
understand why they wouldn’t give it 
back to me, it was mine! The colour 
orange has always reminded me 
of that and how my feelings didn’t 
matter, how no one cared and how 

I felt like I was worth 
nothing. All of us little 
children were crying 
and no one cared. 
(www.orangeshirtday.
org/phyllis-story.
html)

Phyllis shared this 
story with a group of 
survivors, children of 
survivors and allies a 
number of years ago. 
In 2013 a group from 
Williams Lake decided 
to declare September 
30th Orange Shirt Day to honour 
all the children who went to Indian 
Residential Schools; those who 
survived and those who didn’t. They 
wanted it to become a day that would 
allow families, both indigenous and 
settler, to talk about what happened. 

The Indigenous Ministry 

Reconciliation Team of Immanuel, 
Wetaskiwin took this story right 
to heart. They decided that they 
would organize a walk in their small 
town and invite others to join them. 
Team member Gloria Rogers had a 
connection to elder Kenny Roan. 

Continued on next page.

FIONA BROWNLEE
Aboriginal and Rural Churches 

Liaison 
Diocese of Edmonton 

Elder Kenny Roan leads the Orange Shirt Day walk.

Indiginews

Continued from previous page.
Together with Immanuel rector the 
Rev. Hugh Matheson, they invited 
him, according to protocol, to be 
our elder for the walk. Mr. Roan 
graciously accepted and brought with 
him four other family members to 
drum and sing for us as we walked. 

Our group of 30 orange-clad 
people, toddlers to seniors, gathered 
in downtown Wetaskiwin. We were 
joined by our mayor, a member of 

city council, our 
MLA, city staff, 
some staff of 
the Maskwacis 
Health Centre and 
other community 
members. We were 
led on our walk 
by our drummers 
and elder singing 
to remember the 
children of the 
Indian Residential 
Schools. 

We walked and 
shared waves with 
passersby. We came 

out as a community that wants to be 
part of neighbourly reconciliation. 
We listened to our elder share stories 
from when he went to residential 
school and how he has forgiven 
those that hurt him while he was at 
the school. We heard prayers and 
blessings said for us all. We shook 
hands with each other and shared 
hugs. We went away knowing we 
are more connected than ever before. 

The parish of All Saints’ 
Cathedral, Edmonton held a 
REDress Memorial Service 

on October 4, to acknowledge our 
losses of the past and to look toward 
a future of respect and dignity for all. 

Every October, Sisters in Spirit 
vigils are held across Canada to 
honour the lives of missing and 
murdered aboriginal women and 

girls. They are an 
opportunity for healing 
and to demonstrate 
solidarity with and 
support for grieving 
families. 

Between 1980 and 
2012, 1,017 indigenous 
women and girls 
were murdered, with 
another 164 classifi ed 
by the RCMP as 
missing in suspicious 
circumstances. Red 
dresses were hung 
throughout the Cathedral 
to symbolize these 
shocking statistics. (The 
use of red dresses to 
represent missing and 
murdered indigenous 
women and girls was 
originated by Métis 

artist Jaime Black in 2010. In her 
exhibit The REDress Project, Black 
displayed over one hundred red 
dresses around the University of 
Winnipeg campus to raise awareness 
about this issue.)

Before the service began, 
volunteers greeted pedestrians 
outside the church entrance, inviting 
them to light a candle to honour 
these women. Dean Neil Gordon led 
a procession into the church carrying 

the candles.
People took turns reading the 

names of every woman and girl. The 
sound of our voices provided a very 
moving background to the rest of the 
liturgy. 

After singing the hymn “River 
of Life,” by Canadian Mohawk 
composer Jonathan Maracle, the 
congregation said a collect in 
remembrance, smudged and heard 
the story of one of the 1,100 women.

The gospel, read from Mark 
5:21-43, told of Jairus’ daughter 
and the hemorrhaging woman – a 
girl of privilege and a woman at 
the margins according to religious 
purity laws.  Both are in need of 
healing, which Jesus provides. This 
reading confronts us with the past, 
with a person who has suffered for 
many years. Yet, there is hope for the 
future in the person of the young girl 
given new life. 

Members of the congregation 
were invited to pray silently and light 
a candle to add to the ones already lit 
by passers-by. The litany was said in 

four directions, and the service ended 
with a time of silence and prayer.

The violence infl icted upon 
aboriginal women and girls in 
Canada is a national tragedy. We 
must take the time to remember them 
and support the grieving families.

In the summer of 2016, the 
Canadian government appointed 
an independent National Inquiry 
into Missing and Murdered 
Indigenous Women and Girls. The 
commission is directed to examine 
and report on the systemic causes 
of violence toward indigenous 
women. By looking at patterns and 
underlying factors, the inquiry will 
try to understand and explain why 
aboriginal women and girls are 
more vulnerable to violence. The 
commission will study the impact 
of social/economic conditions and 
government policies and practices, 
such as policing and child welfare. 
More information on the inquiry can 
be found online at 
www.aadnc-aandc.gc.ca.

Canon BARBARA BURROWS
All Saints’ Cathedral, Edmonton

The violence infl icted upon aboriginal 
women and girls in Canada is a 

national tragedy.
Canon Barbara Burrows 

Wetaskiwin Orange Shirt Walk Continued

The Immanuel Indigenous Ministry Reconciliation Team 
gathers Wetaskiwin community to remember children.

They ordered lunch for 20 but 
35 showed up. It was a mix 
of young and old, students 

and community members who came 
to listen and engage in conversation 
with an indigenous person. I began 
my session by singing the “Water 
Prayer Song” and said a prayer. I 
then shared some of my own story 
and addressed some of the issues 
I have faced as a woman of mixed 
blood. I then welcomed my audience 
to share their stories. A few people 
did, which greatly enriched our 
dialogue. 

One person was interested in 
the Lac Ste. Anne pilgrimage, an 
annual celebration deeply rooted in 
indigenous Catholic tradition. First 
called Wakamne or God’s Lake by 
the Nakota First Nations who live 
on the west end of the Lake, and 
Manito Sahkahigan or Spirit Lake by 
the Cree, the lake was renamed Lac 
Ste. Anne by the Rev. Jean-Baptiste 

Thibault, the fi rst Catholic priest to 
establish a mission on the site. The 
pilgrimage grounds had been sacred 
for generations of peoples and had 
become widely known as a place of 
healing. Aboriginal peoples camped 
on the site prior to contact with 
European fur traders and settlers.

After this discussion one 
person asked me, “What is your 
grandmother’s name?” As it turned 
out, we were related. Another person 
in the room spoke up, as well, and 
then there were three of us relatives 
meeting for the fi rst time. No 
surprise to indigenous folk! 

This educational event was a 
fun and exhilarating gathering of 
all my relations. You can watch our 
conversation here: 
https://youtu.be/z1ceh1caSBA

Sharon Pasula, Oskâpêwis/
Indigenous Cultural & Educational 

Helper for the Diocese of Edmonton

Mixed Blood and Urban Indigenous 
Ministry - a Ronning Centre Talk

Red dresses adorn All Saints’ Cathedral to honour the memory of the more than 1,100 indigenous woman and girls 
who went missing or were murdered in our country between 1980 and 2012.                            Photos: Shelly King
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All Saints’ Cathedral remembers fallen soldiers on 100th Anniversary of Somme battle cont.

Continued from front page.

“The sight of the cemeteries 
lit with candles was breathtaking,” 
said Johnson in another email home. 
“With only six people on site, the 
park was so peaceful. We had a small 
ceremony during which we listened 
to Newfoundland tunes accompanied 
by some dark rum.”

The First World War was an 
incredibly brutal and bloody battle 
and it was not uncommon for 
unidentifiable bodies to be laid to 
rest where they fell. The Somme 
battle would rage for four and a half 
gruelling months (July 1-November 
18,1916), resulting in the loss of 
more than 600,000 Allied men and 
an equal number of German lives. 

One thousand-five hundred and 
six Commonwealth soldiers are 

commemorated in three cemeteries 
at Beaumont-Hamel. “It’s an 
indescribable feeling when you 
discover you have a connection with 
some of the names,” says Johnson.

She visited the grave of 
Lieutenant Roland Walter Lines (a 
prominent architect who designed 
several public buildings in Edmonton 
including the Union Bank, the 
Confederation Building, Old Scona 
High School, Norwood School and 
the old Royal Alexandra Hospital) 
in the Albert Communal Cemetery. 
She also located the graves of 
Private John Daynes and  Lieutenant 
William James Jolly in the Regina 
Trench Cemetery. The names of 
eight All Saints’ parishioners who 
died during the Battle of the Somme 
are inscribed on the Vimy Memorial, 
which lists the 11,285 Canadians 
who went missing in action in France 
during the First World War and have 
no known resting place. 

Before leaving France, Johnson, 
who is a teacher with Edmonton 
Public Schools, had an opportunity to 
take part in a teachers’ professional 
development tour of First and 
Second World War commemorative 
sites, offered by the University of 

New Brunswick’s Gregg 
Centre for the Study of 
War and Society. While 
researching and writing 
a biographical sketch of 
Private John Daynes for 
the tour, she came across 
a few articles about All 
Saints’ Pro-Cathedral, 
which she emailed to her 
fellow choristers back 
home. 

An Edmonton 
Bulletin story from 
January 5, 1918, 
describes the Christmas 
Festival of the 
intermediate and high 

school grades of the pro-cathedral 
Sunday school. During the festival, 
it was announced that $40 in the 
Sunday school treasury would be 
given to the Belgian Relief Fund to 
help Belgian children left orphaned 
or injured by the war.

The tone of Johnson’s email 
home from Dieppe on July 15 was 
one of unmistakable excitement:

“I met up with my tour group 
on Sunday. We spent Monday and 
Tuesday in Picardy and Pas-de-
Calais learning about the reasons 
behind the breakout of the Great War 
and about the Battles of the Somme, 
Verdun, Hill 70, Givenchy, Vimy 
Ridge and Arras. Our home base 
was in Arras, where I lived for four 
months while working at Beaumont-
Hamel. It was great to be back in the 

city for which I have so many fond 
memories. We traveled to Belgium 
on Wednesday afternoon, settling in 
Ypres for two nights. Yesterday and 
today, we learned about the Second 
Battle of Ypres, the Battle of 
Passchendaele, platoon formations, 
and the effect of the war on 
civilians. We attended the Menin 
Gate Ceremony in Ypres yesterday 
night. While in Belgium, I ate lots 
of chocolate and waffles, and I 
drank Belgian beer (it’s the only 
country in which I drink beer).”

The teachers’ professional 
development tour of Great War sites 
concluded on July 17:

“Yesterday we began learning 
about the Second World War. We 
began the discussion in Dieppe and 
moved to Normandy and the D-Day 
Invasion beaches.”

“Today we visited Juno Beach 
where the Canadian troops including 
my own Grandpa Johnson landed 
during the 1944 D-Day Invasions. 
We also attended a party hosted 
for my tour group by the Mayor 
of Roquancourt. Roquancourt 
was completely destroyed during 
the Second World War and it was 

liberated by the Canadians. I am 
always amazed with how northern 
France embraces Canadians. One 
town, Givenchy, which is very near 
Vimy Ridge, has declared 2017 the 
Year of Canada. To this day, the 
citizens of Givenchy remember that 
Canadians liberated their town in 
1917.”

Vanessa Johnson returned home 
to Edmonton at the end of July. 
She was thrilled to once again be 
able to attend services at All Saints’ 
and sing in the Cathedral Choir. 

Continued from page 2.

And, several of the parishioners 
are creatively talented former 
teachers “brilliantly suited for 
Messy Church.” When Holy Trinity 
offered a Messy Fiesta workshop 
just up the road in April, St. Luke’s 
sent 11 members. After attending the 
workshop, the group was inspired 
to venture further into the realm of 
Messy Church, inviting the whole 
congregation to participate in a 
prototype and experience a new 
way of being church. (See “St. 
Luke’s Messy Church ‘Prototype’” 
article on page 4.) Messy Church is 
now offered regularly on Saturday 
afternoons once a month.

“Simple tools and models for 
understanding how mission works 
in us and through us can be applied 
to every community,” says King, 
who looks forward to being a source 
of support and encouragement for 
parishes in the Edmonton diocese 
as they seek to grow in mission. 
He was collated Archdeacon for 
Mission and Discipleship by Bishop 
Jane Alexander on October, 2, 2016, 
and installed in the Chair of St. Paul 
at All Saints’ Cathedral. 

“We are joyful people and 
Richard is indeed a joyful person,” 
said Bishop Jane in her homily. “As 
an archdeacon he will work with 
other leaders to be a passionate 
witness to God’s love in the world, 
pushing on in joy and faith,” she 
said. 

King acknowledges that mission 
is not easy, especially in a diocese 
as large and diverse as Edmonton, 
but he is confident that we are all 
capable and no person or parish 
is too small. A church that centers 
its activities on mission will grow 
disciples, he says. Plain and simple. 
Without a missional focus, just as 
a compass swings north, we will 
always remain inward-focused.

“I believe that all parishes 
can grow,” says King with joyful 
enthusiasm. “God gives us the tools 
to do it.”

Archdeacon sets forth in faith and joy cont.

The monument of the great bronze 
caribou, which was the emblem of 
the Royal Newfoundland Regiment, 
stands on the highest point 
overlooking the former Beaumont-
Hamel battlefield, where the Battle 
of the Somme began on July 1, 1916. 
Of the 801 Newfoundlanders who 
went into battle the first morning, 
only 68 were able to answer roll call 
the next day, with 255 dead, 386 
wounded and 91 missing. 

Vanessa Johnson attended a candle-light 
ceremony to commemorate the soldiers of the 
Royal Newfoundland Regiment at the Beaumont-
Hamel Newfoundland Memorial site.

Eight of the All Saints’ parishioners 
who fought and died in the Battle of 
the Somme are commemorated on 
the Vimy Monument. Inscribed on this 
monument are the names of the 11,285 
men who went missing in action in 
France during the First World War.

Archdeacon Richard King
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As we look back throughout 
the year we are amazed 
at how many events have 

happened in our community.  
After two years of travelling 

in faith with our deacon, we were 
pleased to welcome our new minister 
the Rev. Khandani, his wife and 
two children into our church family. 
They joined us late last 
summer.

Our new minister 
started a youth group 
called Young Unique 
Christian Kids 
(YUCK). Together 
they take part in 
activities such as 
laser tag, and serve at 
events such as spring 
break Vacation Bible 
School. The youth also 
helped our Saturday 
Men’s Breakfast Club 
host Shrove Tuesday. 
Yuck went shopping 
and bought items for 

the food bank with their share of 
the profits, while the men’s group 
contributed to an outreach for Boyle, 
which became a hub of support 
for evacuees, following the Fort 
McMurray fires. 

We have an active Sunday school 
and music ministry. The church choir 
participates in the Festival of Carols 
which also supports the food bank.

When the warm weather 
encourages us to be 
outside we have an 
annual picnic, which 
is held at historic 
churches in the 
area: Beaverlodge 
Museum, 2014, 
St. Andrew, Lake 
Saskatoon, 2015 and 
Emmanuel, Sexsmith, 
2016.

One Sunday in 
June, after our Messy 
Church program 
featured a David 
and Goliath theme, 
we were greeted by 
Goliath, which we all 
enjoyed.

Out of a Synod came the idea 
for a Lego group whose purpose is 
to build community. They instituted 
a monthly soup Sunday, welcoming 
people to bring and share homemade 
soup. In June, we turn this potluck 
gathering into a barbecue. Lego 
group also offered dessert Sunday 
in February, with proceeds going to 
our sister Diocese of Ibba in South 
Sudan.

When the winter weather 
encourages us to huddle indoors 
and keep warm, it is 
time for our monthly 
Whist tournaments. 
This outreach 
opportunity offers 
fun and fellowship to 
all members of our 
community.

During Advent, 
our ACW ladies 
host a Christmas tea, 
cookie sale and bazaar. 
Proceeds from this 
popular event benefit the 
community and beyond. 
Our ACW members 
made “rose bowl” 

donations, which helped support the 
Ibba diocese.

A recent visit by Athabasca 
Bishop Fraser Lawton for the 
confirmation of several adults 
and younger people was a parish 
highlight.

We are very thankful to be able 
to host church and community events 
such as our Fall Supper in our hall 
which, following the installation of a 
chair-lift in 2015, is now accessible 
to all.

Enjoying some fresh air, Christ Church Sunday 
school children paint rocks in the sunshine.

Christ Church, Grande Prairie rejoices over blessings
CANDACE MAHAFFEY

Christ Church, Grande Prairie

Goliath was a commanding 
Messy Church visitor.

It was a busy spring and summer 
for members of All Saints’, 
Athabasca. We are grateful for 

our local clergy who helped the 
residents of Fort McMurray cope 
with loss after the wildfire in May. 
We are also grateful to the church 
members who prayed, donated, 
lent a helping hand and provided 
friendship.

In celebration of Canada Day, we 
held a fundraising trunk sale in the 
church parking lot on July 1.

This summer All Saints’ church 
began a summer kitchen, offering a 
week-day soup and bun lunch served 
with blessings and “friendship” talks.

St. Alban’s held a farewell 
celebration at All Saints’ church for 

long-time member Dorothy Appleby 
who served as rector’s warden and 
secretary/treasurer for many years. 
Dorothy was honoured with a cake 
and Sunday noon celebration as she 
prepared to make her new home in 
Edmonton.

Bishop Lawton 
presided over 
a joint evening 
meeting of All 
Saints’, St. Alban’s 
and St. Andrew’s.

Archdeacon 
Terry Leer 
conducted his 
third workshop on 
prayer, inspiring 
many ideas and 
Sunday prayer 
sheets.

A Service of 
Worship and Prayer attracted people 
from near and far to All Saints’.

St. Alban’s new cemetery 
committee will continue to care for 
the beautiful cemetery grounds.

All Saints’ Church Museum was 

fortunate to receive donations for the 
archives from Charlotte Herman and 
Dan Galloway, helping to preserve 
our past.

Our popular Hymn Sing Plus 
group has come together for a new 
season. This musical ensemble 
comprised of members of different 
churches will perform for seniors’ 
lodges, Remembrance Day services 
and the Road to Hope fundraiser for 
cancer research in December.

A planned open-air service 
and potluck luncheon in Lac La 
Biche was moved indoors due to 
rainy weather. All in all, it was an 
interesting get-together.

Through all these activities we 
come together as a God-centered 
community, letting His spirit shape 
our minds and guide our lives.

Busy summer for All Saints’ and St. Alban’s, Athabasca
MARY GISLASON

All Saints’, Athabasca

All Saints’ Friday Kitchen with David and Cristobel Lines 
and Judy Edwards.

St. Saviour Mission, Wabamun 
celebrated the Feast of St. 
Francis of Assisi, the patron 

saint of animals and the environment 
with a Blessing of the Animals 
Service on October 2. 

Outside, the Rev. Coleen Lynch 

blessed five lively dogs, presenting 
their owners with treat bags. The 
congregation then moved indoors for 
the service. In her sermon, Coleen 
talked about St. Francis’ love of 
animals, noting the many references 
to animals in the Bible. She also 
talked about how precious animals 
are in our lives. 

SUE BURGESS
St. Saviour Mission, Wabamun

Blessings and Treats for St. Saviour’s Dogs
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Summer Vacation Bible School Fun in Edmonton Diocese
Whale of a Time in Ponoka

On Saturday, August 
13th St. Mary’s, 
Ponoka held an 
“Under the Sea” 
Vacation Bible 
School. The children 
learned about Jonah 
and the Whale, made 
crafts, sang songs 
and ate dolphins 
(bananas) and 
goldfish. Members 
of the congregation 
came and helped out 
the Family Ministry 
Team as we dove into 
the depths of the 
ocean for seaworthy 
adventures.
Submitted by 
Treena Hanger

Good Shepherd Superheroes

Good Shepherd Anglican Church in Edmonton hosted a super-fun 
Vacation Bible School August 15-19. A super team of Leaders-in-
Training, volunteers and 29 children spent five days learning about 
Superheroes of the Bible! Super support from parish, friends and 
community made camp a success. Submitted by Danielle Lepine

Riding the Wave 
in Westlock

“Surf Shack” VBS was held at 
Trinity Lutheran Church in Westlock 
from July 18-22. During the week, 
about 50 children from local 
Anglican, Lutheran and United 
churches rode the huge wave of 
God’s love.

4th Annual Surf ’n Turf at St. Mary’s

More than 50 people feasted on Maritime lobster and barbecued Alberta steak at St. Mary’s, Ponoka 
on June 17. The parish held its 4th Annual Lobster Fest just in time for Father’s Day. The main 
course was cooked outside the church’s front doors where Crustaceans were plunged into two giant 

pots of boiling water. Inside, bibbed diners tapped their toes to live fiddle and piano music. Two lucky people 
had their names drawn for tickets to see country artist Clint Black perform at the Ponoka Stampede.

The idea for Lobster Fest came from the Rev. Michael Sung four years ago. St. Mary’s wanted to hold 
a unique fundraising event and decided it would be fun to bring a taste of the Atlantic to Cattle Country. 
About a dozen volunteers now work together each year to offer a sit-down meal or ‘Lobster-to-Go,’ which is 
popular with those who can’t stay but want to enjoy a fresh lobster and support the event.

The lobsters are flown in live from Halifax. Organizer Deb Stevens said it was down to the wire this 
year: “We had just finished setting up, went outside to pray and just as we finished, the UPS truck drove up to 
deliver the last of the lobsters. We had a good laugh and prayed the UPS gal on her way!”

Fifty-one tickets were sold this year, with more than half going to folks from Wetaskiwin, Edmonton and 
Whitecourt, as well as the community in Ponoka.

St. Michael & All Angels 
Dives into God’s Grace

From July 18-22 St. Michael & All Angels was 
transformed into a beach adventure called 
“Surf Shack.” Over 40 volunteers decorated, 
made and served themed snacks, told bible 
stories, practiced their puppet and acting skills, 
organized games, songs and crafts and generally 
brought God’s love alive for 18 children. Every 
single child and parent said, “See you again 
next year!” We continue to pray for them all.
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Across Canada we 
watched with shock, 
in early May of 

2016, as wildfires engulfed 
the city of Fort McMurray. 
More than  88,000 people 
evacuated quickly, wherever 
the few road arteries to the 
north and south could take 
them. There was precious 
little time to pack up 
belongings and heirlooms. 
Families left quickly, not 
knowing when they would 
be allowed to return, or 
whether their homes, 
neighbourhoods, schools and 
churches would still be there 
when they did.

As word of the 
evacuation spread, Canadian 
Anglicans gathered to pray 
and give to families in need. 
PWRDF received funds 
from parishes, individuals 
and Episcopal Relief and 
Development based in New 
York. Our organization 
began working with the 

Diocese of Athabasca 
to help meet the 
immediate needs of 
evacuated families. 
The Diocese of 
Edmonton made 
available further 
support: food, water, 
places to stay, help 
in caring for children 
and other necessities 
to replace what was 
left behind in Fort 
McMurray. Bishops 
Fraser Lawton and 
Jane Alexander, from 
the Dioceses of Athabasca 
and Edmonton, respectively, 
worked together to 
coordinate care for evacuees. 
They helped evacuated 
parishioners connect with 
help and communicate to 
one another that they were 
safe.

Many families from 
Fort McMurray, including 
parishioners from All 
Saints’ and St. Thomas’ 
Anglican churches, spent 
the following weeks and, 
in some cases, months at 
the homes of relatives, 

friends or other temporary 
accommodations such as 
college dormitories. 

By September, many 
families had returned to Fort 
McMurray and schools not 
seriously damaged by fire 
and smoke were re-opened. 
Other debris had been hauled 
away, many neighbourhoods 
were still inaccessible. An 
estimated 3,000 homes were 
lost to the fires. Others, 
having incurred serious 
smoke damage and melted 
siding, were uninhabitable. 

Spared serious damage, 
All Saints’ and St. Thomas’ 

churches welcomed 
parishioners back 
to Sunday services 
and other mid-week 
gatherings. On 
September 10, four 
months after the 
fires, parishioners 
gathered at St. 
Thomas for a beautiful 
joint Thanksgiving 
Service with the Fort 
McMurray community. 
It was my privilege, 
along with Naba 
Gurung, Humanitarian 

Coordinator for PWRDF, 
to attend the Thanksgiving 
Service. We heard warmly 
expressed gratitude for 
the efforts of firefighters, 
paramedics, diocesan 
staff, church wardens, city 
officials and neighbours 
from across Canada.

More than $200,000 
was given to PWRDF 
in response to the Fort 
McMurray wildfires. We are 
grateful for this support of 
the people of Fort McMurray 
as they re-enter, re-build and 
adjust to all the changes: 

the physical damage, but 
also, the emotional trauma 
of these past four months. 
We will continue to discuss 
with parishioners how 
best to use the financial 
resources. With the support 
of Bishop Lawton, a 
steering committee was 
formed to identify projects 
and activities through 
which individuals and 
the community can be 
supported. This assistance 
may take the form of 
classroom materials for 
schools and immediate home 
repairs and renovations.

While I was saddened 
and shocked by the extent 
of the damage, I was 
encouraged by the resilience 
of parish members who 
cared for one another, while 
being cared for by Anglicans 
across Canada. This great 
community of supporters 
continues to work together 
for healing and stability, 
and to regain a needed and 
important sense of normalcy 
and hope for the future. 

I am writing this at the 
beginning of October 
when harvest is well 

under way here in east 
central Alberta. As often 
happens, Mother Nature 
is playing havoc with the 
farmers’ plans, and periods 
of wet weather have 
dragged out the season 
again. A short drive reveals 
farmers working together in 
unfinished fields, neighbours 
pooling their resources and 
combines to help get their 
crops off.

And who exactly is 
our neighbour? In fields 
across Canada, generous 
farmers work side-by-side 
to fill their bins with grain 
for neighbours on the other 
side of the world. Across 
our country this year, there 
are around 200 growing 
projects raising funds for 
the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank. The foodgrains bank 
receives about half its 
income from these growing 
projects, with the remainder 
coming from other 
fundraising activities.

The foodgrains bank 
started 40 years ago when 
several Mennonite farmers 
in Manitoba got together 
and grew some grain, 
bagged it, and shipped it 
across the ocean to feed 
the hungry in India. Today 
the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank is a partnership of 15 
churches and church-based 
agencies working together 
to end global hunger. To 
avoid shipping costs, the 

grain is now sold in our 
Canadian market and the 
funds are used to buy grain 
where is it most needed. 
The Federal Government 
matches these funds on a 
4:1 basis. The foodgrains 
bank works with partners 
overseas to make sure the 
aid goes where intended, and 
the Primate’s World Relief 
and Development Fund 
(PWRDF) is one of those 
trusted partners.  

PWRDF, an important 
part of the faith-based 
ministry of the Anglican 
Church of Canada, shares 
the goal of the foodgrains 
bank to end global hunger. 
PWRDF provides food 
for hungry people in 
times of crisis and helps 
farmers in the developing 
world grow more food 
to feed themselves and 
their communities through 
sustainable farming 
practices. The Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank works to 
raise awareness, engage 

and educate Canadians 
about food issues, relying 
on partners like PWRDF 
to implement programs in 
the developing world. We 
are all neighbours helping 
neighbours to feed the 
world.

Working with partners 
enables PWRDF to have 
a stronger impact on 
developing nations. If 
you would like to support 
this important ministry of 
“neighbourliness,” you can 
do so through your church 
envelope or go to www.
pwrdf.org. If you would 
like to specifically support 
our partnership work with 
the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, you can do so through 
the PWRDF website, as an 
option under the “Donate” 
heading. You can also donate 
on the Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank website, by choosing 
PWRDF as a partner 
agency when you donate. 
In either case, the funds are 
matched 4:1 by the Canadian 

Government: every $1 you 
donate becomes $5.  

If your parish 
doesn’t have a PWRDF 
representative and you 
would like to help share the 
stories of this vital work, 
talk to your rector or email 
diocesan rep. Dorothy 
Marshall at 
camfarm@syban.net.

Drought-stricken Ethiopian farmers receive PWRDF aid

DOROTHY MARSHALL
Diocesan Representative

PWRDF

After fleeing the conflict 
in Sudan with her children, 
Rose received seed from 
PWRDF and the Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank. She will be 
able to farm again and feed 
her family.

Fort McMurray parishes host Service of Thanksgiving

The Fort McMurray parishes of All Saints’ 
and St. Thomas hosted a Service of 
Thanksgiving in September for everyone who 
provided assistance after the wildfires.

WILL POSTMA
Executive Director

PWRDF
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Summer 2016 Base Camp visits a galaxy not too far away

This summer, 14 carefully 
selected Padawans (Jedi 
younglings) were transported 

to Lac La Biche (Sir Winston 
Churchill Park), via the Millennium 
Falcon (school bus), piloted by 
Greg Rose, for Christian leadership 
and outdoor training. They were 
led on a park discovery mission by 
a team of Jedi Masters, including 
Base Camp Director Dr. Mark 
Armstrong and Base Camp Chaplain 
the Rev. Heather Liddell. Guided 
by Dr. Mark and Luke Armstrong 
they learned to use the Force within 
themselves to master command pod 
racers (situpon kayaks) and Xwing 

fighters (canoes).
Under the able tutelage of 

chaplain Heather, the young Jedi 
learned about the Force, and how to 
resolve conflict among themselves. 
With Emily and Alisa Walker they 
worked with their hands to construct 
models of the Death Star (suitable 
for conflagration), mask disguises, 
throwing stars and memento 
journals. Jedi  Masters Graeme 
MacDonald, Leah Marshall, Greg 
Aylard and Jamie Sherburne used 
puzzles and challenges to test and 
sharpen the wits and senses of the 
younglings.

By mid-week the group had 
achieved the level of training needed 
to journey beyond Base Camp - 
circling the island by sea and by 

land, for a picnic lunch on the north 
shore. We were met in flight by great 

blue herons, pelicans, a 
bald eagle, osprey, sand 
pipers, sea gulls, and a 
Gold Finch. When not 
circumnavigating the 
park, we voyaged to 
the outer edges of our 
galaxy to the historic 
Lac La Biche Mission 
and the Portage College 
Pool. 

Sustained by 
out-of-this-world 
camp cuisine, 
prepared by David 
and Susan Daniels 
and Liz Taylor, the 
younglings and their 
leaders filled their 
days with training, 
worship, relationship-
and community-

building activities 
(especially at 
mealtime and 
around the 
campfire), hiking 
and geocaching 
adventures, and 
exploring the 
night sky above 
their campsite.

It was a week 
of great weather 

(only one afternoon with a spot of 
rain), and great camaraderie. All 
returned home with smiles on their 
faces and a measure of sadness that 
our community together was ending.

Dr. Mark Armstrong
Base Camp Director
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