
A message from Bishop Jane: 

I think it would be fair to say that many of us have been haunted by photographs and 
news reports of refugees and migrants trying to leave war-torn areas. We remember, 
especially, the story of three-year-old Aylan Kurdi who died with his five-year-old 
brother, Galip, and mother, Rehan. No one can have seen the pictures of Aylan and 
remained unmoved. 

So what do we, as Christians, do? What does our faith say to us? Not surprisingly, our 
faith calls us to action. The words of Holy Scripture are full of calls to reach out to the 
vulnerable and those in need, to welcome the stranger and truly love our neighbours as 
ourselves. 

Therefore, as a church and as individuals we must reach out those who are 
marginalized and persecuted. We do this through prayer, through action and through 
advocacy. A critical piece of work in this diocese is in our sponsorship of refugees. The 
tragedies of the past months make it imperative that we all ask ourselves whether we 
can get more fully involved in this program. 

The diocese has been a Sponsorship Agreement Holder with the Canadian government 
for more than 30 years. We have many ways to help families make a new home in 
Canada. Your parish does not need a large sum of money. You could take on a family-
linked or paper sponsorship, where the family of the refugee is already in Canada and 
has the resources to provide for them. 

If you believe it is time for your parish to act, please contact our Diocesan Refugee 
Coordinator, Gail Millard at: gmillard1946@gmail.com 

The following prayer comes from the Nouwen Network (www.nouwen-network.com) 

God, no one is stranger to you 
And no one is ever far from your loving care. 
In your kindness watch over migrants, refugees and asylum seekers, 
Those separated from their loved ones, 
Those who are lost And those who have been exiled from their homes. 
Bring them safely to the place where they long to be, 
And help us always to show your kindness to strangers 
And those in need. 
We ask this through Christ our Lord, 
Who too was a refugee and migrant 
Who travelled to another land 
Searching for a home. 
Amen 

My dear brothers and sisters please join with me in doing what we can for families like 
Aylan’s. 

In Christ, 
+Jane 
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