
Members of the 
Edmonton 
Cursillo 

Secretariat took part in the 
6th annual Habitat Interfaith 
Works Project at Carter 
Place on Saturday, April 15th. 
It was a cool and wet spring 
day, leading to very muddy 
conditions on the job site.

That didn`t slow them down 
though. Clad in steel-toed 
boots, hard hats, safety 

gloves and glasses, 
members from several 
Anglican and Roman 
Catholic parishes were 
privileged to work 
together to frame rooms 
for a new townhome. 
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April 27th saw the wrap-up 
celebration for the sixth 
annual Habitat for Humanity 

Interfaith Works Project. More than 
220 people participated during the 
two-month campaign, volunteering 
at build sites in both Edmonton and 
Fort Saskatchewan. Their work has 
helped to prepare homes for hard-
working Habitat Partners; people 
who will be helped out of a cycle of 
poverty through home-ownership. 

The work involves building walls 
of one type, but the Interfaith Works 
Project helps tear down others. 
Rabbinit Batya Ivry-Friedman, 
Coordinator for the Capital Region 
Interfaith Housing Initiative (CRIHI) 
and member of the Beth Israel 
Synagogue, told those gathered at the 
wrap-up ceremony:

“Sometimes we think people 

having no walls is a curse, but thanks 
to the Interfaith Works Project – a 
partnership of the Capital Region 
Interfaith Housing Initiative and 
Habitat for Humanity – we are able 
to see G-d’s blessings in disguise, to 
watch the wealth of people coming 
together to build. Just last week a 
group from the Edmonton Jewish 
community and members from the 
Muslim community stood together 
to build homes. I was honoured to 
be amongst them in not only seeing 

doors being placed, nails 
being knocked, and 
windows being cleaned, 
but doing it all together, 
building community.”

President and CEO 
of Habitat for Humanity 
in Edmonton, Alfred 
Nikolai, echoes the 
sentiment: 

“Habitat for Humanity 
is all about building with 

love and compassion. We build walls 
that unite us, not walls that separate 
us from each other. The Interfaith 
Works Project has been a wonderful 
example of love and compassion 
with volunteers from various faith 
traditions coming together because 
families need affordable homes. 
We are so grateful to the wonderful 
people in our faith communities 
and their dedication to making our 
community strong for all people.” 

At least 20 different faith 
groups participated in this year’s 
project, including The Edmonton 
Anglican Cursillo Community 
(pictured above), Christ Church 
Edmonton, and St. George in Fort 
Saskatchewan, which has provided 
a homemade lunch for work crews 
once a week since October.

Habitat continues to need 
volunteers. Carter Place, where the 
wrap-up celebration took place, is 
named for the Jimmy and Rosalynn 
Carter Work Project, run by the 
former U.S. president and first lady. 
The Carter Work Project is building 
150 Habitat homes in Canada in 
2017, to mark the country’s 150th 
anniversary of confederation.  75 
of those homes are being built in 
Edmonton and Fort Saskatchewan. 
The Carter’s will visit Edmonton and 
Winnipeg July 9-14. 

SHELLY KING
The Messenger Staff

Interfaith Works Project part of 150th anniversary effort

GEN ASHWELL
Cursillo Secretariat
Edmonton Diocese

Interfaith Works Project wraps up at Carter Place 
Build Site. Many more volunteers are still needed.

Pictured from left: 
David and Susan Daniel 
and Sandy Krause, all 
of St. John the Divine, 
Onoway; Charles Andrews 
of St. Mary, Redwater; 
Gen Ashwell and Brian 
Richardson of St. Timothy, 
Edmonton alongside 
Habitat for Humanity 
supervisor, Scott.

Warm Welcome P. 2
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Diocese of Edmonton parishes welcome refugee families

In the evening of April 20th, 2017, a group 
of All Saints’ parishioners, accompanied 
by Bishop Jane and her granddaughter 

Olivia, and Fatima and Nawal (two interpreter 
friends) welcomed the Falah family at Edmonton 
International Airport.  

The family had travelled for nearly 30 hours 
from Saudi Arabia (via Frankfurt and Calgary). 
They were tired, but grateful to be in Canada, and 
expressed their thanks to the parishioners of All 
Saints’ for their generosity and prayers. They are 
grateful there are people who are willing to help 
them come to Canada.

Ahmad and Nuha have 5 children – 
Mohammad, age nearly 11, Huthaifa, age nearly 

10, twins Abdullah and 

Abdulrahman, age 6, and sister Rasil, age 2. They 
are now registered in school, and the adults are 
working on registrations and forms for AHC, SINs, 
meeting medical practitioners, and just getting 
used to our (cold) spring in Edmonton.

They are a lovely family, and we will get to 
know them better over the next months.

Thank you to everyone for your continued 
prayers and support as we travel on this next phase 
of our sponsorship journey.

CANON BARBARA BURROWS
All Saints’ Cathedral

Edmonton

All Saints’ Cathedral welcomes the Falah Family on April 20.                       
Photo by the Ven. Alan Perry

Holy Trinity, Riverbend welcomes the Saheen Family on April 24.      
Photo by Ahmad Hussein

Roundtable discussion highlights poverty and homelessness

The Social Justice Committee of the Diocese 
of Edmonton held a roundtable on poverty 
and homelessness March 4th. The discussion 

was hosted by Habitat for Humanity Edmonton, 
whose mission is to mobilize community partners 
in building affordable housing and promoting 
home ownership as a means to breaking the 
cycle of poverty. Despite a blizzard outside, the 
roundtable included 25 participants, representing 
15 parishes (14 Anglican, 1 Lutheran). 

The seemingly abstract and nebulous concepts 
of poverty and homelessness were made concrete 
and personal by three guests who shared their 
lived experience. The first guest, Dorothy, talked 
about the challenges of making ends meet while 
raising children on a very limited income – even 
with access to “affordable” housing. Now a senior 
citizen living on her own, she pays $750 for a one-
bedroom suite. A single man named Farley shared 
his experience of living on a meagre income of 

medical Employment Insurance. At times he has 
been homeless, or lived in rooming houses. Erin, 
a single mom of six children, has been selected as 
a “future homeowner” by Habitat for Humanity. 
She is currently paying $1,800 for rent, and is 
looking forward to housing costs that are not only 
more affordable, but also allow her to build equity, 
rather than pay that money to a landlord.

As disciples of Christ belonging to an 
ecclesial community, roundtable participants 
then had an opportunity to respond to the three 
guests. Several people expressed how massive, 
even overwhelming, the issues of poverty 
and homelessness can seem. In the face of 
overwhelming needs, our individual, parish, 
diocesan, city and government action can seem 
trivial and ineffective.

Systemic change is required and will only 
come if we, as a society, think differently about 
things like housing costs and income inequalities. 
We are all called to respond when our sisters and 
brothers are in need. Even if our efforts seem 
trivial or ineffective, each of us is called to do 
what we can. As individuals, we can assist with 

parish-based initiatives (e.g. food hampers and 
soup kitchens) and volunteer with/donate to 
other community agencies (Bissell Centre, Inner 
City Pastoral Ministry, Habitat for Humanity, 
etc.). We can also engage with such agencies at 
the parish level, which not only assists people in 
need, but also strengthens the parish community. 

We are also called to reach out to members 
of our surrounding community who are in need. 
(As William Temple says, the church exists for 
those who are not yet her members.) We can 
reach out through parish-based volunteer activity, 
partnering with other churches or agencies, 
Messy Church, or hosting community meals. 

At the diocesan level, Bishop Jane Alexander 
has provided inspirational leadership with 

EndPovertyEdmonton. Other diocesan ministries 
include the Interfaith Housing Initiative, 
Indigenous Ministry Initiative and Inner City 
Pastoral Ministry.

Looking ahead, the Social Justice Committee 
will continue to promote ways we as a diocese can 
support parishes – and individuals within parishes 
– to address poverty and homelessness. We will be 
active in promoting the local needs of each parish, 
facilitating the sharing of ideas, bringing together 
resources, and sharing contacts and connections. 

Diocesan Social Justice Committee hosts roundtable 
on poverty and homelessness, March 4.

The REV. ARMAND MERCIER
Social Justice Committee

Diocese of Edmonton

LAST CHANCE!
Calling all Junior High Adventure Seekers: 

June 20 is the Deadline to Register for 
BASE CAMP 2017

July 10-16 at Dry Island Buffalo Jump Provincial Park 

June 10 deadline to apply for financial support.
Visit www.edmonton.anglican.org for details. 
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Bishop`s Corner

Intentional waiting is first crucial step of our mission

This year we 
seemed to 
focus a lot 

on how we would 
observe Lent, and 
far less on how we 
would celebrate 
Easter (including 
the time between 
Jesus’ resurrection 
and the coming of 
the Holy Spirit on 
the church) a longer 
and much more 
significant time! 

After his resurrection, Jesus spent 40 days with 
His disciples. The scriptures do not give many 
details about that time, but it was an opportunity 
for them to continue to be taught and to be with 
Him. There were a couple of very significant 
things that happened at the end of this time. 
First, He told them that they were to proclaim the 
gospel throughout the world, making disciples 
of all nations. They were to share what they had 
received. Just as their lives had been transformed, 
they were to help others experience the same thing. 
Just as Jesus had taught them and shown them the 
truth and power of the gospel, they were to do so 

for others. Just as He had healed and loved, they 
were to do so for others. Just as he had challenged 
people to walk with the Father, so they were to call 
to others. 

However, they were not to do so immediately. 
Instead, they were told to wait until they had 
been “clothed with power from on high”. I don’t 
think they had any idea of what that meant until it 
happened. In reality, it was not Jesus asking them 
to do these things. God Himself – the Holy Spirit 
– would come and fill them and do these things 
through them. We know that the disciples waited 
10 days from the time of Jesus’ resurrection to the 
coming of the Holy Spirit. During this important 
time, they came to better understand who Jesus 
really is and began to comprehend the enormity of 
His crucifixion and resurrection. In a sense, they 
had a chance to really “spend time” with Jesus 
before going out into the world in His name. 

After His ascension, they waited together. 
This waiting was not passive. They didn’t just 
“hang out” in the upper room watching television, 
playing games or having tea. They were, Luke 
says, of one heart and spirit and they prayed. They 
had conversations about what had happened and 
what was to come. Their waiting was profound 
and intentional, filled with anticipation and 
expectation, even though they did not truly know 

what they were waiting for. It was a time of 
humility. The disciples were dependant on God’s 
direction, trusting they would recognize it when 
it happened. It was also very much a time of 
worship. We know this because Luke describes 
these happenings in Acts 2. 

It is important for us to think about the 
relevance of this biblical time to us and our 
lives here and now. The mission that God has 
given to His church has not changed. We are still 
commanded to preach the gospel, make disciples, 
train new believers and minister the power of the 
Spirit. Do we take time to intentionally prepare 
for this? This season “in between” Easter and 
Pentecost is a good reminder to us. We have 
a mission. However, that mission cannot be 
accomplished in our own ability or wisdom. It 
is only going to be successful when we copy the 
pattern. We, too, need to be proactive in taking 
time together to be with Jesus, to pray together, 
to talk about the mission, to wait on the Lord, to 
worship, and to be renewed and refilled by the 
power of the Holy Spirit. God is faithful in His 
part. Let us seek to be faithful in ours.

The Lord be with you,
+Fraser

Coordinator offers 6 
reasons to run Alpha

Amy Croy, Alpha Coordinator for Edmonton Diocese, 
is back from a leave of absence eager to encourage 
parishes with Six Reasons to Run Alpha this Fall: 

1. The Alpha Campaign featuring Bear Gyrlls
You may have spotted Bear Grylls on a billboard recently 
or seen an online video featuring the British adventurer 
sharing his journey to faith through Alpha. These 
promotional materials make it easier to invite friends to 
Alpha.  

2. The new Alpha Film Series
The Alpha Film Series is updated and engaging. Presenters 
walk through the basics of the Christian faith in a way 
that everyone can relate to, using inspiring stories and 
interviews from all around the world.  You can preview the 
videos online at alphacanada.org/run.

3. The Price is Right
Alpha is FREE! You can download all the material you 
need at AlphaCanada.org.  

Continued next page.

April 2, 2017 St. John the Evangelist was 
truly blessed. Bishop Jane came all the way 
to Cold Lake to confirm Sydney. Sydney has 
grown up in the church and was so excited 
to be confirmed. Her enthusiasm and strong 
faith is truly a blessing to our church.

BISHOP FRASER LAWTON
Diocese of Athabasca

The May Ultreya was 
held at St. Timothy’s 
Anglican Church in 

Edmonton, where we heard 
from Terry Gushuliak and 
Val Wilbur who spoke about sponsoring a candidate 
for the autumn Cursillo (November 10-12). Look for 
more details about this coming Cursillo weekend in 
future editions of The Messenger.

In the meantime, Bishop Jane will gift the 
Cursillo community with a teaching day, which will 
be held at St. Matthias Anglican Church (6210 188 
Street NW, Edmonton) from 9:00 am to 1:00 pm on 
Saturday, June 10. Lunch will be provided by the 
Secretariat. Everyone is invited. This is the windup 
for the summer – next Ultreya will be in September 
with details to follow.

Cursillo Edmonton 
summer 2017 update

GEN ASHWELL
Cursillo Secretariat

Diocese of Edmonton
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I have a riddle for you: 
What do an Old Crow, 
some Drunken Trees, 

a River Pirate, and South 
Sudan have in common?

I am thinking you 
would like some clues? Old 
Crow is a remote village 
in the Yukon, one-time 
home to our Diocese’s own 
Bethanne Exham. It is near 
this village that you can 
fine the Drunken Trees, the 
name the indigenous peoples 
of the area have given to 
the forests where the trees 
have begun to tilt and sway. 
The permafrost, which has 

anchored their roots for 
generations, is melting at an 
unprecedented rate, causing 
the trees to list at extreme 
angles. And the River 
Pirates? River Piracy is a 
geological term used when 
the course of one river is 
diverted and the waters taken 
into the flow of another. 
Scientists have recently 
reported such a “theft” at 
the base of Yukon’s massive 
Kaskawulsh Glacier, 
which is retreating at an 
unprecedented rate. A newly 
created melt-water canyon 
at the glacier’s toe has 
caused the Slims River to 
be reduced to a trickle as its 
flow was abruptly rerouted 
into the Alsek River.

Of course, the common 
denominator here is climate 
change, as it is with the 
current lack of seasonal 
rains and resulting famine 
in South Sudan. In the 
last few years the cycles 
in the climate there have 
become unpredictable 
and extreme. In fact, the 
United Nations tells us 
that the world is facing 
the largest humanitarian 

crisis since the end of the 
Second World War, with 
more than 20 million people 
in four African countries 
on the brink of starvation 
and famine. These four 
countries are Nigeria, 
Somalia, Yemen, and South 
Sudan. Though drought has 
contributed to hunger and 
famine – which describes the 
threshold at which people 
die from hunger 
–unfortunately 
conflict and 
political violence 
are major 
contributing 
factors in this 
region as well.

The Primate’s 
World Relief and 
Development 
Fund, as the relief 
agency of the 
Anglican Church 
of Canada, has been funding 
work in this area of the 
African continent. Through 
its partners ACT Alliance 
and Canadian Foodgrains 
Bank, PWRDF has 
responded to several recent 
emergency relief appeals. 
Working in partnership 

with a variety of agencies 
PWRDF has been able to 
help meet the basic needs 
of hundreds of thousands 
of South Sudanese living 
in refugee camps as well as 
internally displaced people. 
The focus of the support is 
emergency food assistance 
as well as food security and 
nutrition, water, hygiene and 
education.

We won’t likely see 
the Slims River flow 
again, but we each can 
take responsibility for our 
daily choices in an effort 
to slow down the rate of 
global warming, which is 
affecting our neighbors 
in the north and the south 

so detrimentally. We can, 
through our faith in our 
Creator God, nurture and 
love both this earth and 
those our neighbors who are 
sharing it with us.

We can support projects 
to improve sustainable 
farming methods in sub-
Sahara Africa, enabling 
people to make better use 
of the rains that do fall. And 
of course we can support 
efforts to feed those who are 
hungry today; people who 
are dying of that hunger.

If this is something that 
you choose to do, you can 
support the work of the 
PWRDF in African famine 
relief by donating through 
your church envelope 
or at www.pwrdf.org . 
On that website you can 
also learn more about all 
the valuable projects the 
PWRDF is involved in on 
your behalf. If you would 
like to be involved in this 
ministry at your parish level, 
please speak to your rector 
or contact the Diocese of 
Edmonton Representative, 
Dorothy Marshall, by e-mail 
at: camfarm@syban.net.

DOROTHY MARSHALL
Diocesan Representative

PWRDF

Medical personnel at an intake clinic in 
a refugee camp help a young child from 
South Sudan suffering from malnutrition. 
Photo by Paul Jeffrey

PWRDF funds relief through historic humanitarian crisis

In the spring of 2017, 
the United Nations 
announced it must 

raise $4.4 billion by 
July, to assist more 
than 20 million people 
facing famine in Yemen, 
Somalia, Nigeria, and 
South Sudan. According 
to UN and food 
organizations, a famine 
is declared when more than 
30 per cent of children 
under the age of five suffer 
from acute malnutrition, 
and mortality rates are two 
or more deaths per 10,000 
people each day. In our own 
partner Diocese of Buyé, 
49.6% of children between 
6 and 59 months are 
chronically malnourished.

In response to this 
situation, the diocese has 
sent approximately $9,000 
to Buyé Diocese. On April 
6, the Synod Office received 
the following email message 
from the Rev. Dominique 
Ciza, Diocesan Secretary:

Greetings.
We are so glad for 

your recent support to 
help our people being 
faced with famine. 
With the support, on 
4 April, 2017, we 
distributed beans 
to 600 households 
of mainly disabled 
people, widows, elderly, 
pregnant and breastfeeding 
women. Each household got 
12 kg.

Blessings, Dominique

Some rain did fall 
during Bishop Jane’s visit to 
Buyé diocese in March (see 
pages 6-7). While there, she 
appealed for prayers through 

a Facebook post:  
“…Heart breaking to 
see the effects of three 
failed harvests and 
famine conditions in 
parts of the diocese. 
Please pray for rain.” 

And posted an 
encouraging 
message the 
next day: “On 
Wednesday, 
rain arrived; 
not enough 
yet to remedy 
months of 
drought, but an 
encouragement 
even so.” 

Crops 
still have a long way to 
go. Please continue to 
pray and to give as you are 
able. To donate funds to 
Buyé diocese, please send 
donations to the Synod 
Office, 10035-103 Street, 
Edmonton AB, T5J 0X5. 
Cheques can be made 
payable to the Diocese of 
Edmonton, memo: “Buyé.”

Buyé grateful for prayers and relief Coordinator’s 6 reasons 
to run Alpha, continued
Continued from previous 
page.

4.  Life is Short!
In early 2016 I was part 
of a group planning to run 
Alpha at St. John’s the 
Evangelist. It didn’t look 
like we had many guests 
coming, so we considered 
putting it off until fall.  We 
decided to go ahead and run 
it even for one person and 
ended up having more than 
a dozen guests. Some started 
a relationship with God; 
everyone strengthened their 
faith and made new friends. 
That June one of our leaders 
died of a heart attack and in 
August I was diagnosed with 
stage 3 ovarian cancer.  I’m 
so thankful we decided to 
go ahead when we had the 
opportunity. 

5.  Alpha Youth Series 
A new, updated version will 
be coming in October!

After the success of the first 
Alpha Youth Film Series in 
2013, the new Alpha Youth 
Series has been updated, 
rewritten and redesigned 
for youth ages 13-18.  It 
empowers Christian youth to 
share their faith by running 
Alpha in a church, home or 
school.  Alpha Youth is also 
great as part of confirmation 
preparation and to reach out 
to youth on the fringes of 
Church.   

6. I am Here to Help
I am on the road to recovery 
and excited to help groups 
invite their communities to 
explore life, faith and God 
on Alpha.  I am available to 
answer your questions, speak 
to your church, and train 
your team, please contact me 
alpha@edmonton.anglican.
ca                    
 
Amy Croy, 
Alpha Coordinator
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Last month we 
considered how 
welcoming 

newcomers and visitors to 
our churches is more than 
just having a friendly face 
at the door. To ‘open wide 
the front door’ is to ensure 
that everyone finds all that 
we do in our churches easily 
accessible. Liturgy, for 
example, is an important 
part of an Anglican 

service, yet it is neither 
friendly nor welcoming 
to conduct our services 
expecting newcomers or 
visitors to follow what is 
going on without some 
help and direction, such as 
mentioning page numbers in 
the BAS or order of service.  

However, becoming a 
growing church is not just 
about the welcome and 
helping new people feel at 
home. Once we’ve ‘opened 
wide the front door,’ we also 
need to ‘shut the back door.’ 
By this we mean that we do 
all we can to ensure people 
feel not just welcomed but 
also known and valued 
and nurtured, so that they 
don’t leave. The problem 
of people leaving church is 
huge! Across North America 
and Europe, estimates of 
the number of Christians 
who no longer worship in 
traditional denominations 
are in the tens of millions. 
(We’ll consider this further 

in future articles. If you 
want to know more, Michael 
Frost’s book Exiles is a good 
place to start). 

So what does ‘shutting 
the back door’ entail?  

Some people leave 
because their professional 
or personal circumstances 
change and they have to 
move. We can’t do anything 
about that, except to thank 
them for their contribution 
to the life of our church 
family and wish them well 
in the next stage of their 
journey with God. 

Some leave because they 
don’t get to know anyone. 
Relationships are the ‘glue’ 
that helps people ‘stick.’ 
How do people who are 
new to your church form the 
relationships they need to 
become part of the family? 
As you can see, the task of 
starting those relationships 
is not the sole responsibility 
of the greeters or clergy. It 
is the job of us all. Beyond 

that initial welcome, we 
need to seek out and create 
opportunities to share in 
each other’s lives. It is 
essential to forming true 
Christian community. 

Some leave because 
they don’t feel valued or 
nurtured. Once newcomers 
have settled, is there a 
role for them to play? 
This is not about putting 
them on the coffee roster 
(unless they want to help 
with that, of course). It 
is about discovering the 
gifts and skills God has 
given them and putting 
them to use so that they, 
and we, might flourish and 
grow. This might involve 
sharing our ministry, 
whatever it is, which can 
be a challenge, because the 
newcomer might want to 
do it differently than you 
do! Yet we all know that it 
is often the same few who 
end up doing the majority 
of the work in the life of 

a congregation. That, too, 
can result in the feelings of 
being undervalued. If you 
are feeling overwhelmed, 
inviting a newcomer to 
help you can assist with 
your burden and deepen 
relationships, too. 

Some leave because 
they don’t feel cared for. Do 
we spot when people are not 
present at our services or 
events? What mechanisms 
are in place to follow up 
with people who have not 
been present for a while? 
This is particularly relevant 
when that person has been 
ill or dealing with a crisis 
and no one has been in 
contact with them. 

Next time, we look at 
how we might start re-
connecting with people who 
have left the church. May 
God bless you richly in your 
missional discipleship. Have 
a great summer! 

With every blessing,
Richard 

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for Mission and 

Discipleship 
Diocese of Edmonton

Missional Discipleship

Warm Welcome part two: closing the Church’s back door

Athabasca Diocese grows ‘Reluctant Evangelists’ in Emmanuel Parish

The May edition of The 
Messenger featured an 
article by the Ven. Terry 
Leer, Archdeacon for 
Mission in the Diocese of 
Athabasca on an evangelism 
program offered at St. 
Anne parish. Following is 
the same story, from the 
participants’ point of view. 

Many members of 
Emmanuel Parish, 
East Smoky 

(St. Luke’s, Fox Creek; 

St. Paul’s, Goodwin; and 
St. Anne’s, Valleyview) 
bravely participated in 
the two-day “Easy (but 
not cheap) Evangelism” 
workshop, March 31 and 
April 1, 2017. This was the 
third session of discipleship 
training, offered by the Ven. 
Terry Leer, Archdeacon for 
Mission Development for 
the Athabasca diocese.

Members of the group 
were asked to share how 
their personal relationship 
with God has impacted 
their lives, only to learn 
that, in so doing, we were 
evangelizing each other!

Archdeacon Leer said 
that having an authentic 
relationship with God 
changes how we think, 
speak and behave. Our 
experience and gratitude 
should assist 
us in building 
genuine, 
meaningful 
relationships 
with 
unbelievers 
over time. 
Once the relationship 
can bear the weight of 
the Gospel, the disciple 
naturally shares his personal 
experience in a relational, 

intentional, contextual 
and personal way. It is a 
genuine act of love to make 
ourselves vulnerable - an act 
that is neither victimizing 
nor judgmental.

Participants in this 
workshop (along with the 
previous two on Pastoral 
Care and Prayer) are finding 
that these experiences 

are transforming our 
present church culture. By 
concentrating our efforts on 
discipleship, we believers 
are shifting our involvement 
from passive institutional 
membership to an active 
member of the Body of 
Christ; one who focusses 
outward, rather than inward.

The “fruit” of the 
workshop was the 
birth of “The Reluctant 
Evangelists,” a group 
planning to meet monthly, 
sharing successes as well as 
challenges.

Archdeacon Terry 
Leer removed the stigma 
of fear attached to the 
word “evangelism,” by 
showing St. Anne’s that 
the success rate of sharing 
the “personalized” Gospel 
is always 100 per cent. It 
is not our responsibility 
to bring people to faith, 
but God’s. With no 
performance pressure and 
the responsibility of being 
loving disciples instead of 
salesmen, the participants 
of this session left greatly 
inspired.

ANKE RICHTER
Emmanuel Parish

East Smoky

So shall my word be that goes out from 
my mouth; it shall not return to me 
empty, but it shall accomplish that 
which I purpose, and succeed in the 
thing for which I sent it. 
            Isaiah 55:11

Pictured from left: Anke Jadatz, Mark Vetsch, 
Elena Vetsch, Sherry Watson, Liz Gordon, Logan Vetsch, 
George Howell.       Photos submitted by Rose Howell

Pictured from left, back row: Reg VanderVaate, Logan 
Vetsch, Anke Jadatz, Lewis Watson, Archdeacon Terry Leer. 
Front row: George Howell, Liz Gordon, Sherry Watson.
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As we sleep tonight we hear the 
beauty of more rain and pray that it 
is being heard throughout the diocese 
which needs a good soaking for many 
days. 

This morning let us leave Ngozi 
and go back up the hill to Buyé. Today 
we are celebrating International 
Women’s Day at the cathedral. The 
Mother’s Union lead us into worship. 
We hear from the book of Proverbs 
and have a chance to share our ideas 
of the ministry of women and men 
and the strength of family life. Would 
you like to eavesdrop on the sermon?

“As daughters of God you care 
for the children of the community, 
whether you gave them birth or not – 
because you know they are all God’s 
children.  

The clothing God gives you 
is strength and dignity. It 
seems to me that there are 
many capable women and 
girls here in Buye. I see 
them in parishes, in pastors, 
in catechists and in the 
mother’s union. You seek 
respect and stable marriage 
and family life. You protect 
the vulnerable; you help 
those in need and in trouble. 

You work for reconciliation. 
You strengthen one 
another. I have seen this 
with my own eyes here in 
Buyé Diocese. I have heard 
it with my own ears here in 
Buyé Diocese. Praise God 
that the daughters of God 
and sisters of Christ listen 
to His word.”

“When men and women 
look at each other we see 
Christ. When men and 
women listen to each other 
we hear Jesus. In the 
voices of men AND women 
God is speaking: Imana 
iravuga.” 

Okay, the sermon is coming to an end 
and it is time to dance our way to the 
eucharist.

It is hard to believe that the week is 
flying by so fast. Today we meet in the 
new centre at the synod office to meet 
the women catechists of the diocese. 
The stories we hear are amazing and 
voices are lifted in songs of praise and 
thanksgiving.

Let me remind you of a story. This is 
Liberate, whom we first met in Kibonde. 
The daughter of a 
priest, her story is 
inspiring. When she 
was widowed with 
three small children 
she prayed that God 
would still use her in 
the church, and that 
He would take care of 
her children and help 
her to be a faithful 
woman of God. She 
started to play more 
of a role in ministry 
becoming less shy 
as time went on. Her 
work in a literacy 
group and with the 
Mother’s Union gave 
her confidence. The 
local archdeacon started her in training as 
a catechist. As she and a group of women 
began meeting under a tree to pray, 
church began to form. At first the men 
would not go, but as they saw the women 
and girls get bricks and start building 

a church some men joined them. The 
women said, ‘there is no work men can 
do that we cannot.’ And the church was 
finished. People in the community saw 
that Liberate was a good leader and told 
others that prayers were answered at this 
church, so the church grew and grew.

Another woman Eugenia, told us how 
she was sent to lead a sub parish where 
the women decided a new building was 
needed. The stones they collected for 
the foundation were stolen by thieves. 
The parish was on a rocky hill and there 
was no soil for mud to make bricks. They 

bought soil and carried it (literally) one 
kilometer. One day they felt moved to 
dig a very deep hole under the rocks and 
actually found soil! Then there was no 
stopping them. They made bricks, though 
they still needed to walk two kilometres 

to get the water to make them - yes! 
- and carry it back. When it came to 
the rafters people said, ‘Many have 
failed. How will that woman do it?’ 
Under Eugenia’s leadership, teams 
of six women carried tree trunks on 
their heads for the rafters. It took two 
days to go for the wood and two days 
to bring it back. They did it. Eugenia 
was pleased to say that they only 
need three windows and they can be a 
parish.

We sing and share more stories 
and go outside in front of the diocesan 
centre and guest house (yes, this is 
where you will stay when you come to 
visit) and we have our picture taken. It 
is a good day.

There are so many more stories 
I could share. Maybe you will invite 
me to your place, so I can show you 
more pictures and tell you about 
your brothers and sisters. Until then, 
“Imana Iguhezagire – may God bless 
you.”

+Jane

Companionship

This month as we continue our journey 
with Bishop Jane Alexander to our sister 
Diocese of Buyé (a trip she made with 
husband Tim in March), we travel to St. 
Paul Parish, Gashikanwa. Here we see 
bricks being made, a vicarage being 
built, and cassava being grown. We also 
encounter rain for the first time on this 
journey.

Today we are travelling again, we 
move to St. Paul parish, Gashikanwa 
where they are building a vicarage. In 
Buyé, the clergy receive no stipend and 
they, along with their families, are housed 
in vicarages surrounded by land to grow 
their own food. When Bishop Sixbert has 
funds available he can sometimes send 
a cow for the family, which becomes a 
source of milk and fertilizer for the land. 
As you can imagine, in a place where 
farming is the lifeblood and there are two 
harvests a year, there is no time when the 
land lies fallow, so fertilizer is important. 
As we drive into the area we are struck by 
a sense of micro climates in the diocese. 
The drought here is nowhere near as 
obvious as it was yesterday. But do not be 
deceived, malnutrition is a massive issue 
in Burundi especially in children. 

Then it is time to return to church 
and praise God for all that is being 
done. And as we come out of the 
church it has started to rain Thanks 
be to God!  We receive an excited 
phone call from Kibonde – it is 
raining there as well. Alleluia!

On the way back to Buyé 
we stop and visit Gatukuza 
parish and see how things are 
going; the church is growing 
and with God’s help will soon 
be a parish in its own right. 

Companionship

Pilgrimage of Faith, Hope and Love - Part II - Edmonton Bishop visits friends old and new in Buyé
Burundi’s food crisis in numbers

•  At least eight of the country’s 18 provinces face an 
extreme scarcity of food

•  40% of the population are food-insecure, of which 
700,000 people are severely food insecure

•  49.6% of children between 6-59 months are 
chronically malnourished

•  Global acute malnutrition (GAM) prevalence rates 
rose to 8.9% in November 2016 compared to 7.2% 
in August 2016

•  Even during harvest season, families spend up to 
two-thirds of their income on food

Source: World Food Programme  
(WFP.org) data, December 2016

We are given an incredibly warm welcome  
by the parish and then we go down into a valley to  
see where bricks are made and how they are  
transported back up the hill to the parish grounds. 

While we are here we get a lesson on how  
cassava is grown and some of the boys peel it and  
eat it straight out of the ground.
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Palm Sunday was a truly 
moving day for St. Saviour’s. 
Our church was filled with 

people who came to hear the 
story of Jesus’ sacrifice, and also 
the story of a young soldier who 
sacrificed his life in the Great War. 
The congregation was comprised of 
members of First United Church and 
their choir; delegates from the Royal 
Canadian Legion Branch 11; a guest 
vocal trio accompanied by organ, 
piano and flute; and many others.

The dedication and blessing of 
our 151st Battalion (Central Alberta) 
flag, by the Rev. Aubrey Bell, was 
a poignant beginning to the service. 
This flag, the only known one in 
existence, has hung in St. Saviour’s 
since the Great War. 

The story of our flag began to 
unfold last fall, when Vermilion 
residence Robert Snelgrove and his 
family partnered with Breakthrough 
Entertainment to create the 
documentary Searching for Vimy’s 
Lost Soldiers, which aired April 9 on 
the History Channel. 

Robert’s great-uncle Thomas 
Alban Snelgrove lost his life at the 
age of 23, during the Battle of Vimy 
Ridge on April 9, 1917. He is one 
of the 11,285 missing soldiers listed 
on the Vimy Ridge Memorial in 
France. Last September Robert and 
his family visited the Bentana Cave 
in northern France near Vimy, where 
more than 3,000 etchings have been 
found. The family wanted to see and 
touch the name and insignia that 
Thomas Snelgrove had carved in the 
chalk wall of the tunnel more than 
100 years ago. 

Upon the family’s return home, 
their story spread among Vermilion 
residents, leading to the discovery 
of the link to our church’s 151st 
Battalion flag. The original flag, 
having never been moved, was 
beyond restoration when it was taken 
down to be given to the Snelgrove 
family. The family had two replicas 
made; presenting one to  
St. Saviour’s and the second to the 
Legion on Palm Sunday, April 9, 
2017, the 100th anniversary of the 
Battle of Vimy Ridge. 

Robert shared a bit of his 
family’s experience with us: ‘In a 
dark cave below Vimy Ridge uncle 
Thomas had carved a copy of his cap 
badge from the 151st Battalion, and 
in the airy rafters of St. Saviour’s 
hung the only known flag of the 
Battalion in which 
my uncle enlisted. 
Together they 
will always link a 
soldier lost in the 
Great War to St. 
Saviour’s Church 
in Vermilion, 
Alberta, Canada. 
Like soldiers of 
that war they 
waited quietly for 

someone to tell their tale. Our family 
has been truly blessed to be a part of 
the experience.’

‘As we approach Easter, I would 
love to quote from the notes of 
Canon Frederick George Scott on 
Good Friday, 1917: 

At a place called Maison 
Blanche there was a large 
cavern which was used as a 
billet for one of the battalions 
in reserve… I went down into 
it one evening when the 16th 
Battalion was there. It was a 
most picturesque place. The 
walls and roof were white 
chalk and the place was cut 
up by passages and openings 
which led into other caves.  
The atmosphere was smoky, 
and a multitude of candles 

lit up the strange abode. The 
men were cooking in their 
mess tins, some playing cards, 
and some were examining the 
seams of their shirts. I told 
them I was going to have a 
service at one end of the cavern 
and I proceeded thither… in 
a very little while all the men 
came and joined the service.

‘Uncle Thomas would have 
moved to the front that night,’ said 
Robert. (You can read more about the 
Snelgrove family’s heart-wrenching 
journey to France in the Vermilion 
Standard, April 12, 2017 edition.)

And so began our Holy Week 
vigil. The Palm Sunday service 
was followed by our annual inter-
denominational cross walk on Good 
Friday. Thirteen people endured the 
heavy snowfall; carrying the cross 
for 10 blocks, while singing hymns 
and stopping at nine stations for 
scripture readings. We were very 
wet by the end, barely able to turn 
the pages in our booklets, as we 
reflected on the pain and suffering 
Jesus endured for us. Following 
the walk was a time of worship and 
meditation. 

Thanks be to God. 

Holy Week

JOANN MONES
St. Saviour’s Anglican Church

Vermilion

A Holy Week of reflection and remembrance at St. Saviour’s

Members of St. Saviour’s Anglican, First United, Alliance, and Pentecostal churches join together for the 
Good Friday Cross Walk in Vermilion, in spite of less than ideal weather conditions.

Pictured from left: Ed Mistal, Garry Zayak, Robert Snelgrove, George Matechuk and 
Jim Bristowe, as the Snelgrove family presents the 151st Battalion flag to the Royal 
Canadian Legion. Pictured right: the Rev. Aubrey Bell blesses the regimental colors. 

St. George’s by the U of A, 
Edmonton celebrated Palm 
Sunday with a procession 

around the block surrounding 
the church in the Windsor Park 
neighbourhood. 

About 65-70 people followed in 
procession behind Jasper the donkey, 

playing the role of the donkey that 
carried Jesus in his triumphal entry 
into Jerusalem. Jasper’s owner 
Kelly brings him in for an annual 
appearance at the Christmas pageant, 
but this is the first year he has joined 
St. George for Palm Sunday. 

The Rev. Alex Meek, rector 
of St. George, says this was the 
first time the church has taken 

its procession outdoors. 
“I think that leaving the 
building singing our faith 
was a difficult and humbling 
experience for some, but also 
helped in moving our hearts 
and minds towards Jesus and 
the cross. It had a unifying 
element as well: we were all 
a part of this thing together. 

And 
everyone 
really loves 
Jasper, so 
that maybe gave 
us the courage 
we needed to go 
forward in peace.”

Holy Week at 
St. George’s also 

included 
Stations of 
the Cross 
and Messy 
Church with a 
community Easter egg hunt.

St. George’s Palm Sunday procession not necessarily easy, but worth it
SHELLY KING

Messenger Staff

St. George’s by the U of A takes its Palm Sunday procession through neighbouring streets and alleys.

Jasper the donkey is 
now an honoured guest 
for Easter and Christmas 
celebrations.
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Holy  Week

Members of neighbouring 
Edmonton Anglican 
and Lutheran churches 

continued a three-year tradition 
by gathering in the parking lot of 
Bonnie Doon Mall to celebrate 
together the Sunday of the Passion.

As the service began, loud 
honking from a pair of Canada Geese 
flying overhead preceded the reading 
of the Gospel of Matthew 21:1-11. 
Bishop Jane Alexander, assisted by 
Ascension Lutheran pastor Barbara 
Groote and St. David’s interim rector 
the Rev. Kathy Bowman, stepped 
forward to bless the offering of palm 
branches and crosses. More honks, 
this time by passing motorists, 
acknowledged the two palm-waving 
congregations as they paraded to 
their respective churches nearby.

Along the way to St. David’s 
(where honorary assistant the 
Rev. Michael Sung had begun the 
Liturgy of the Palms), the Anglican 
congregation made a special stop 

at the home of parishioner Grace 
Kadatz. Sherry Kendrick opened her 
mother’s front door to Bishop Jane 
and her flock singing a chorus of 
“Hosanna!”

Once in the church, Bishop 
Jane asked the congregation to 
give special thought to the Coptic 
Christians of Alexandria and 
Tanta, whose own worship services 

commemorating the arrival of Jesus 
in Jerusalem had been violently 
disrupted by bomb attacks, which 
killed 44 people.

Acknowledging that the season 
of Passiontide is a long, hard 
journey, the Bishop challenged every 
member of St. David’s and this 
diocese to “take five more minutes 
each day this Holy Week to reflect 
on the gift of God’s love.” And, “to 
walk with Jesus and witness the 
story” by living in ways that show 
“God’s gift is a gift we are willing to 
share.” 

This week becomes holy, she 
said, “when we take into our hearts 
the immeasurable love that prompted 
the immeasurable suffering of Christ. 
We can choose to make this week 
holy by our prayers and our actions 
and our words. We can choose to 
make this week holy if we begin to 
realize the depth of God’s love, and 
if we can bring a reflection of that 
love into the lives of those around 
us.” 

Continued on page 10.

Bishop Jane joins St. David’s in Palm Sunday procession

For most of the past 15 years 
the people of St. Mark’s 
Anglican Church in High 

Prairie have been responding to 
God’s call to proclaim Him as Lord 
in a special way.

Each year during Holy Week 
St. Mark’s hosts a Bible Reading 
Proclamation for people to 
participate in by reading or listening. 
The entire Bible was read aloud for 
24 hours a day, beginning on Palm 

Sunday, April 9th and ending on 
Wednesday, April 12th.

Since inception, this event has 
been shared with other Christian 
churches in High Prairie and the 
surrounding area. This year was 
no exception. Thirty people from 
six churches came to St. Mark’s 
church to spend an hour or more 
proclaiming God’s Word for all to 
hear. 

Seated at a table at the top of 
the chancel steps, people read from 
their preferred version of the Bible. 

The parish priest, Padi Leon Cadsap 
spent the nights of the proclamation 
in the church office, to assist, if 
needed, as the front door of the 
church was open for anyone who 
wished to come in to listen.

It took just under 80 hours of 
continuous reading to complete the 
Bible Reading Proclamation. In 
truth, the time went more quickly 
than expected. In general, people 
arrived for their reading time well 
ahead of the appointed hour and the 
transition of readers went smoothly. 

Somewhat surprisingly, we had little 
difficulty finding readers for the 
midnight to 7 am time slots.

Many readers expressed a 
sense of feeling blessed to take 
part. A common comment was how 
meaningful it was to them and how 
they felt comforted and assured to 
read God’s Word aloud; even in 
the midst of the night. Many said 
that they felt a peace they had not 
expected, and would like to read 
again next year. Hearts were opened.

Thanks be to God.

PETER CLARKE
Athabasca Editor

St. Mark’s High Prairie organizes ‘round-the-clock’ Bible reading

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Three neighbouring congregations meet at Bonnie Doon mall to usher in Palm Sunday.

The procession stops in at the home of a parishioner on the way back to join the 
service at St. David’s, where Bishop Jane brings a challenge to reflect God’s love.

St. Saviour’s Mission, Wabamun enjoys 
an all-ages Easter Sunday celebration
Easter Sunday at St. Saviour’s Mission in 
Wabamun was gloriously full of flowers and 
bells, music and fellowship. Karla Vermeer 
led music on keyboard, accompanied by 
Donna Waterman and Gerrit Vermeer.
With a congregation of people from ‘just 

a few months old’ to ‘experienced in life’; 
it was truly a joyful experience as adults 
embraced the love of Christ amongst the 
children’s innocent excitement. The spirit 
is very much alive and well out by the lake.
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Holy Week

Christ Church hosts community dinner on Holy Saturday

Most of us will agree 
that movies can have a 
huge impact. This is my 

experience with the current movie, 
The Case for Christ, based on the 
auto-biographical book of the same 
title, written by Lee Strobel. It 
depicts his journey from ‘hard core 
atheist’ – my words – to believing 
the evidence.

The first time I watched this 

movie was on its opening day,  
Friday, April 7th. It is technically 
very good, excellent acting, moves at 
a good pace, and is very informative. 
I was engaged the whole time. A 
couple of times during the movie I 
became emotional and teared up. I 
don’t exactly know why. But I feel it 
may be from seeing the truth of the 
gospel on the big screen. As a person 
of faith I have been persecuted in 
Canada and as an Indigenous person 
of faith I have been persecuted in 
Canada. I am also aware of current 
persecution of believers in other 
lands, extreme cases involving death, 

prison, physical abuse and expulsion 
from their homeland. 

And so my spirit was overjoyed 
to see The Truth freely affirmed 
on the big screen. At the end of the 
movie they brought us up to date on 
Lee Strobel and some of his family.  
It was very encouraging! 

As the credits rolled I began 
crying and praying, thanking God 
for this and praying that the message 
would continue to go out. I was the 
second last one out of the theatre 
because I stayed ‘til the end enjoying 
the music. My spirit was full.

SHARON PASULA
Oskâpêwis / Aboriginal Cultural and 

Educational Helper
Diocese of Edmonton

Movie Review: The Case for Christ has potential for huge impact

Actor Mike Vogel plays Lee Strobel 
in The Case for Christ, the story of 
an investigative journalist who sets 
out to disprove the existence of God 
after his wife becomes a Christian.

Continued from page 9.

What would happen, for 
example, if we saw every human 
being as beautiful and precious? 
“If we saw the children of Syria, 
Somalia, Yemen and Burundi – to 
name a few – as deserving of life 
and food and hope as our own 
children, grandchildren, nieces and 
nephews?”

“Jesus needs us to believe in 
what He has done, and He dared us 
to live the Gospel in such a way that 
we are different.”

Taking their bishop’s Holy Week 
message to heart, members of the 
congregation left the service for 
their annual fundraiser in support 
of the good work of the Primate’s 
World Relief and Development Fund 
(PWRDF). Downstairs in the newly 
renovated parish hall, auctioneer   

Sean Oliver drew attention to a 
large buffet of tempting offerings: 
chocolate treats and delectable cakes 
of all shapes, sizes and flavours. To 
everyone’s amusement, Bishop Jane 
and husband Tim engaged in a friendly 
bidding war, before deciding that 
together they would take home the 
maple whiskey cake for the Alexander 
family to enjoy. By the end of coffee 
hour, the annual cake auction had 
raised $1,700 for PWRDF.

Bishop Jane joins St. David’s in 
Palm Sunday procession cont.

PWRDF supporters at St. David’s bid 
generously at fundraiser cake auction.

St. George, Fort Saskatchewan invited Emmanuel, Gibbons to celebrate 
together the Great Easter Vigil. At the end of the service, St. George 
rector Canon Chelsy Bouwman snapped a selfie with Emmanuel rector 
the Rev. Ron Hörst and the joint congregation. “I hope this is just one 
of many fun partnerships our parishes will be able to share together,” 
says Chelsy.

St. George and Emmanuel band together 
for the Great Easter Vigil, Holy Saturday

Christ Church welcomed 
between 170 and 180 guests 
for an Easter turkey dinner 

on Saturday, April 15. Outside, it was 
snowing, but inside, where pussy 
willows and tulips adorned every 
table, it felt like spring. Many of the 
guests, some families with small 

children, arrived early and were 
welcomed with warm cups of coffee 
and tea as the parish hall filled with 
the tantalizing aroma of 10 large 
turkey breasts roasting in the oven. 
“Our guests are always so thankful,” 
says community dinner coordinator 
Sheila Moorey. “Many of them stay 
to help clear and put away tables. 
I’ve been doing this for nearly 10 

years, but I still get goosebumps 
when they show how much they 
care. It fills my heart.” 

Christ Church holds its 
community dinner on the third 
Saturday of every month, September 
through June. The next meal will 
be held June 17. To donate food or 
to volunteer, please email Sheila 
Moorey at smoorey@shaw.ca 

MARGARET GLIDDEN
Edmonton Editor

Christ Church parish serves up a community feast the third Saturday every month.
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The ministry of Spiritual 
Direction has attracted increasing 
interest in recent years. Now a new 
trans-denominational program for 
the training of spiritual directors 
is available to members of both 
Edmonton and Athabasca dioceses. 

Interviewed by The Messenger, 
Co-founder of The Studion, Ron Klok 
introduces the new program.

Editor: For readers who aren’t 
familiar with spiritual direction, can 
you explain what it is and who it is 
for?
RK: Spiritual direction is an ancient 
practice of soul care that is enjoying 
a resurgence across denominations 
in the North American context. This 
kind of soul care takes the form of 
a one-on-one relationship in which 
a spiritual director (the one giving 
direction) accompanies a directee 
(the one receiving direction) on 
their spiritual journey. The spiritual 
director serves as an aid in a 
directee’s spiritual formation which 
is basically the cultivation of one’s 
attentiveness and responsiveness 
to God. Spiritual direction is for 
anyone who is seeking to deepen 
their spiritual life, and especially 
their relationship with God. The 
Christian spiritual journey is full 
of challenges, opportunities, vistas, 

hopes and dreams, potholes and 
pitfalls. People who seek spiritual 
direction are really seeking out 
strength, support and wisdom for 
the journey.  

Editor: How does a person go 
about looking for a spiritual 
director?
RK: That’s a good question. A 
common way is through retreat 
centres, which commonly offer 
spiritual direction. I would say the 
best way often is through word 
of mouth. What you want to look 
for, though, is someone who can 
listen, and listen in a deep and 
empathic way; someone who 
can understand you, but also has 
a first-hand understanding and 
experience of the spiritual journey 
themselves; someone who is rooted 
in community and who has a solid 
groundedness in the Christian 
spiritual tradition. You want someone 
who is trained.  

Editor: That brings us to The 
Studion. Tell us about this program. 
RK: The Studion is a two-year, part-
time course in spiritual direction. We 
are just now coming to the end of our 
first year for our first cohort group, 
and are in the process of launching a 
second cohort in the late fall of 2017.  

We focus our training in three 
areas: knowledge of self, knowledge 
of God and the theological tradition, 
and knowledge in the specific skills 
germane to spiritual direction. 

We focus heavily on the spiritual 
formation of participants and their 
own capacity to be attentive and 
responsive to God. This takes 
place through a significant amount 
of interactive and self-reflective 
learning, and especially during 
participants’ engagement in a series 
of silent directed retreats following 
the themes of The Spiritual Exercises 
of St. Ignatius. This time of retreat is 

a unique feature of The Studion. 
Currently we are in conversation 

with The King’s University in 
Edmonton, and are hoping to be 
affiliated with that institution through 
its continuing education initiative. 

Editor: How might a person know 
whether he or she is called to a 
ministry of spiritual direction?
RK: If you are attracted to such 
things as soul-care, spiritual 
formation and spiritual practices 
this may be an indication of a call 
to this ministry. At first, you might 
simply notice that you spend a fair 
bit of time listening to other people; 
that others seem to seek you out 
for that. You probably get pleasure 
from seeing others grow in their 
relationship with God. 

In your own life you will have 
experienced some growth in self-
awareness and a growing desire for 
prayer or for a closer relationship to 
God, even if you struggle with that 
at times.

The Studion will hold an 
information evening at 7:30 pm 
on June 8th, 2017 in Room L113 of 
King’s University in Edmonton. For 
further details, email Ron Klok at  
rev.klok@gmail.com or Heather 
Cowie at hthrcowie@gmail.com.

The following article was 
originally published in the March, 
2017 issue of Topic.

The Sisters of St. John the 
Divine (SSJD), an Anglican 
monastic community in 

Toronto, invites applications for the 
2017-2018 cohort of their program 
called “Companions on an Ancient 
Path.” The deadline to apply for this 
unique opportunity for young women 
in their 20s and 30s is June 15, 2017. 

The Rev. Canon Dr. Sr. 
Constance Joanna Gefvert, Program 
coordinator on behalf of the SSJD, 
encourages any woman who has a 
passion for the gospel, who wants to 
serve others and who seeks ways to 
deepen her life as a follower of Jesus, 
to consider what it might be like to 
spend a year in God’s rhythm in an 
intentional community.

Five young women from 
across Canada and from various 
denominational backgrounds lived 
with the SSJD during the inaugural 
year of the program. One participant, 
Christine from Port Coquitlam, BC, 
said an article about the program in 
the Diocese of New Westminster’s 

newspaper, Topic, caught her 
attention and inspired her to apply.

Here are a few highlights of 
Companions on an Ancient Path:

• It is a FREE opportunity 
for women to spend a year building 
community among themselves, 
learning from a healthy traditional 
community, and developing spiritual 
disciplines to take into their future 
lives.

• The program is supported by 
SSJD and by a generous grant from 
the Anglican Diocese of Toronto.

• It would appeal especially 
to those who would like to take a 
gap year in their studies, a year off 
between studies and work, or a leave 
of absence from their work.

• The program is offered in 
partnership with Wycliffe College 
where Companions will have the 
opportunity to take courses in 
spiritual formation that may transfer 
back to their home institutions.

You can read more about the 
program at the following links:  

• The Companions website and 
blog: www.ssjdcompanions.org

• The Sisterhood’s website: 
www.ssjd.ca

Spiritual Journey

SSJD invites companions to travel together on an Ancient Path

The first cohort of The Studion cooks up a 
‘recipe’ for spiritual direction in an early 
session. Students come from Edmonton, 
Rimbey and Grande Prairie. Pictured far 
right, front and back rows: Co-founders 
Ron Klok and Heather Cowie.

Companions dine with Primate the Most Rev. Fred Hiltz, at St. John’s Convent.

Companions Hanne, Sarah and Christine help with daily chores at the convent.

New local program offers training in spiritual direction
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St. Timothy’s Irish Stew Dinner supports good work of PWRDF

Nearly 40 children 
and adults attended 
a stew supper at 

St. Timothy’s, Edmonton, 
March 18. More than 
$1,000 was raised for the 
Primate’s World Relief 
and Development Fund 
(PWRDF), supporting 
programs in South Sudan, 

where 4.9 million souls 
struggle to survive as a result 
of drought, famine and war. 

Emcee Sarah Joy Walker 
introduced Gen Ashwell 
who spoke briefly about 
the purpose of the dinner: 
to help PWDRF (working 
with Action by Churches 
Together) to alleviate the 
suffering of people who have 
lost their livelihood and are 
starving.

Some of the youngest 
and incredibly gifted 
members of St. Tim’s gave 
beautiful performances. 
Emily Walker performed 

two Irish tap dance 
routines, Audrey 
Watt danced a special tap 
dance, Christopher West 
played a Bach “Bourree” 
on violin, Andrew West 

performed 
“Humoresques” by Dvorak 
on cello, Madeline West and 
her friend Makayla did a 
modern highland dance to 
the music “The Entertainer” 
by Scott Joplin, Jed Kwaw 
danced a new “rap” dance 
and Sarah Joy did an Irish 
dance solo. Almost two-
year-old Johnathon Graham 
Mudage put on his own 
show before supper, racing 
around Stewart Hall in a 
plastic car pushed by a 
teenager. His energy and joy 

at being behind the wheel 
seem to indicate he is going 
to be a train engineer. 

The stew was donated 
and prepared by Melody 
Lang, Carrie Watt, Alisa 
Ketchum Walker, Gen 
Ashwell and Cathy (a friend 
of Gen’s). A silent auction 
raised $340 and the adults 
were generous in their 
donations. The children 
were invited to eat free, but 
some paid anyway! We also 
prepared several take-home 
containers of stew.

Alisa Ketchum Walker and 
Sarah Joy Walker greet 
guests at the St. Timothy’s 
Irish Stew fundraiser.

With faith and 
works St. Mary’s, 
Edmonton held 

a successful fellowship and 
fundraising event at our 
church last Saturday, April 
22. Early in the year, the 
parish gathered in groups to 
determine the projects we 
would undertake together. 
When six-year-old Lyla 
shouted ‘Pizza Party!’ the 
church erupted in laughter 

and cheers. We agreed 
unanimously that a Pizza 
Party would be 
among our 2017 

activities. Two teams, 
co-chaired by Cathy 
(Lyla’s grandma) and 
Joyce, joined together 
to plan a “Pizza Party 
and Tupperware 
Fundraiser.” The day 
of the fundraiser, 
young Lyla really was 
the star of the show. 
As families came and 
went, it was fun to 

retell the story of how it all 
began. Our youngest team 

member graciously thanked 
everyone for their support. 

Indeed, a little child shall 
lead them!

Pizza Party at St. Mary’s, Edmonton:`and a little child shall lead them`
The REV. MIRANDA SUTHERLAND

St. Mary’s
Diocese of Edmonton

Left: six year old Lyla enjoys the pizza party she initiated. 
Above: the successful tupperware fundraiser at St. Mary’s.

On the evening of 
Sunday, April 9th 
a few Cursillo 

Secretariat members, 
including the Rev. Sheila 
Hagan-Bloxham and John 
Bloxham, Brian Richardson 
and David and Susan 
Daniel, provided supper for 
the Worship Room at St. 
George’s by the U of A. 

We began with a 
great evening of food and 
fellowship, and then went 
outside for a Palm Sunday 

procession. 
This was 
followed by 
a wonderful 
eucharist, 
led by 
University 
Chaplain 
the Rev. 
Dr. Scott 
Sharman, in 
the intimate 
chapel 
behind the 
altar. 

Many thanks to Susan 
Daniel for stepping in at the 
last minute to provide the 

music and to the Cursillo 
community for providing a 
great meal! 

Thanks to Rev. Scott for 
a great evening!

GEN ASHWELL
Cursillo Secretariat

Diocese of Edmonton

Cursillo visit to St. George Worship Room

Good Shepherd, 
Edmonton was 
buzzing with 

14 amazing youth from 
throughout the Edmonton 
diocese on April 1st 
for our second monthly 
Youth Night. April’s theme 
was “What’s the matter, 
Doc?” and focused on how 
we need to plan today for 
our tomorrow! We ate a 
ridiculous amount of pizza 
and watched Back to the 

Future on the big screen 
while enjoying snacks!
If your child would like to 
attend an upcoming Youth 
Night, or you would like 
more information, please 
email Danielle at 
danielle.lepine@hotmail.
com.

GEN ASHWELL
St. Timothy’s

Diocese of Edmonton

Irish stew gets a two-thumbs up from St. Tim`s youth.

Left: Andrew West performs on cello; 
Above: modern highland dancers, 
Madeline West and friend Makayla. 

Good Shep 
Youth Night

Little Johnathon 
Mudage is on the 
move!

Every Sunday at 6:00pm St. George’s hosts 
The Worship Room, an opportunity for 
students to feed their bodies and souls.

DANIELL LAPINE
Good Shepherd

Diocese of Edmonton
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