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The Edmonton diocese’s newest canon pastor 
dreams of finding creative ways for rural 
parishes to minister together – even at a 

distance.
Friends, family, peers, past and present 

parishioners, gathered Saturday, November 5, at 
All Saints’ Cathedral, to celebrate the installation 
of the Rev. Chelsy Bouwman as Canon Pastor for 
Rural Ministry by Bishop Jane Alexander.

Initially, Bouwman says she was “flattered,” 
but also “a bit terrified,” at having been trusted 
to “take on this role and run with it.” However, 
she welcomes the chance to be “a source of 
encouragement for rural priests.”

After all, Bouwman is no stranger to rural 
ministry and certainly no stranger to the Edmonton 
diocese. While growing up in the small town of 
Ponoka, she attended St. Mary’s Anglican Church 

where, she says, “I came to know and fall in love 
with God.”

For the first 17 or 18 years of her life, 
Bouwman says she was surrounded by people, 
including her mother Deb Stevens, who “planted 
mustard seeds of faith in my heart. They helped me 
to see Jesus in my neighbours and serve Christ in 
my community. I learned that ministry is done with 
people, not for people. I learned that ministry is 
done with the community, not for the community.”

At St. Mary’s, people “just let me be myself, 
while trying to make church accessible to me. 
They found creative ways to make the Bible and 
Jesus relevant.” She has fond memories of her 
youth group where “we would hang out and listen 
to pop music.” An invitation to view the lyrics 
through a Christian lens created opportunities for 
sharing each other’s lives and praying together.

“I was never an ‘A’ student,” she laughs. “But 
my church family saw potential in me and gently 
pushed me to realize that potential. They were 
happy to be vessels. Their willingness to hear God 
speak through them to me is the reason I’m a priest 
today.”

After earning a Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
music from The King’s University in Edmonton 
and a Master of Divinity Degree from Wycliffe 
College in Toronto, Bouwman was ordained a 
deacon by Bishop Victoria Matthews in 2007. She 
served in several rural parishes in the tiny Central 
American country of Belize before returning to 
Edmonton to complete a student internship at 
Christ Church. Ordained a priest by Bishop Jane 
Alexander in 2009, she completed her curacy at 
All Saints’ Cathedral. 

Continued on page 3.

Crucifer Archie Dean leads the procession of clergy including new Canon Pastor for Rural Ministry Chelsy Bouwman (carrying son 
Maks), followed by Archdeacon Lee Bezanson, Executive Archdeacon Alan Perry, Dean Neil Gordon, Deacon Cheryl Boulet, the Rev. 
Hugh Matheson, the Rev. Ron Horst and Bishop Jane Alexander.                                                                        Photos: Sara Edwards

Rural parishes live gospel in everyday acts of grace

Above: Canon Bouwman regularly performs with 
Kappella Kyrie choir, which made a special appearance 
at All Saints’ Cathedral to participate in her installation 
service. Below: assisted by Diocese of Edmonton Dean 
Neil Gordon and Executive Archdeacon Alan Perry, 
Bishop Jane Alexander installs the Rev. Chelsy Bouwman 
as Canon Pastor for Rural Ministry on November 5, 2016.
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The Bishop’s Fund 65th Annual Dinner 
legacy of support for society’s “caring” class

Not even the United States 
Presidential Elections 
could stop supporters of 

Anglican clergy in the Dioceses 
of Edmonton and the Arctic from 
turning out for the 65th Annual Bishop’s Fund 
Dinner, November 8, 2016.

“An enormous thank-you to everyone for 
coming out tonight,” said Bishop Jane Alexander. 
“Especially, when you could have been at home 
with a box of tissues, watching the saga of Hillary 
and Donald.” 

The Bishop’s Fund was established in 1951 
by a group of 13 Anglicans, known at that time 
as the Bishop’s Men. They came together in a 
tremendous spirit of generosity and cooperation to 
start a benevolent fund which, for more than six 

decades, has been used by the Bishop of Edmonton 
and, since 1971, the Bishop of the Arctic (District 
of Mackenzie) to support clergy and their families 
in times of emergencies and financial need. The 
fund is also used, at the bishops’ discretion, to 
provide continuing education and training for 
advancing the mission of the church.

The anonymity with which supporters of the 
Bishop’s Fund help care for clergy in times of need 
is “something incredible,” said Bishop Jane. “You 
do not know which brothers and sisters in Christ 
you are helping. All you know is that they are in 
need and you give. I think that is quite beautiful.”

She described some of the 
ways Bishop’s Fund members have 
shown love to their neighbours 
in the past year. “When a parent 
or sibling has died, you’ve made 

it possible for sons and daughters, brothers and 
sisters to be at their bedside. You have been 
there for clergy with life-threatening illnesses, 
for marriages in distress, for emergency child 
and elder care. You have helped with legal fees, 
disability support and healthcare. You have been 
the compassionate face of the church at times of 
greatest need. On behalf of all the clergy and their 
families of this diocese and the Mackenzie Region 
of the Arctic, I give you my sincere and profound 
thanks.”  

Continued on page 4.

The 65th Annual Bishop’s Fund Dinner Committee (back row, l to r): Brian Burrows, 
Marc de la Bruyere, Norman Bishop, Anne de Villars, Neil Gower (Chair), Dwight 
Bliss, Willie King, David Angus, Lois MacLean. Front row: Diocese of Edmonton 
Bishop Jane Alexander, Guest Speaker and Edmonton Journal City Columnist Paula 
Simons. Not pictured: Bev Browne, Ken Holmstrom, John Mitchell.

From left: Amanda, Bishop Jane and Mark Alexander; Christ Church, Edmonton members Neil Gower (chair of the Bishop’s Fund Committee), Michael and 
Cora Rolph, Willie King (committee member) and Martha Watson; St. Thomas, Sherwood Park members Brian Jolly and Betty Hopfner.

From left: St. Timothy’s, Edmonton members Bruce and Gail Hogle, Richard Wiznura and Margaret Unsworth; Christ Church, Edmonton members Darlene 
Acton, Richard Rand and Lois MacLean; Immanuel, Wetaskiwin members Merv and Carol Blair and All Saints’ Cathedral, Edmonton member Noel Yuen.

Diocese of Edmonton clergy from 
left: Jonathan Connell, Stephanie 
London and Elizabeth Metcalfe.

Guest speaker Paula Simons, left, 
and Christ Church, Edmonton 
member Helen Ward.
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Bishop’s Corner

Experience God’s grace through intentional actions

It feels a bit odd 
to be writing 
something for 

The Messenger, as 
it has been many 
months since I was 
last able to do so. I 
am definitely out of 
practice, but there 
is a lot I want to 
tell you about. The 
last several months 
have been so very 
busy. Life and 
ministry have been 

filled with meetings, issues, events and, especially, 
travel. There is always something urgent needing 
to be done, a decision to be agonised over, counsel 
to take and to give and so on. 

This past year we have been through wild 
fires, General Synod, parish issues, changes in 
personnel, all while carrying on with the everyday 
work of life. We have certainly had our share 
of struggle and frustration, but there have been 
also been many wonderful moments in ministry. 

However, at least in my case, it has sometimes 
been a challenge not to get lost behind the veil of 
more difficult moments. In the midst of it all, it is 
good to take some time to intentionally consider 
God’s goodness and to spend some time with Him. 
We need to spend time with Him. 

This desire was part of our intent when we set 
aside a day at the end of November to spend time 
together as a community in fasting and prayer. It 
was time to focus on Jesus and on the work of the 
gospel. In the same call to the diocese to join us 
in this day, was also asked our members to make 
the coming year one of “renewal.” Renewal is, 
obviously, about making something new again. We 
can think of it in the same sense of intentionally 
taking the time and making an effort to connect 
again with our God, with all that He has given 
and continues to give to us, and with the mission 
and life that comes with belonging to Jesus. This 
is something for us to embrace personally, as 
congregations and as a diocese. 

Though the church year began weeks ago with 
Advent, hence the timing of the day of fasting 
and prayer, the rest of the society sees New Year’s 
Day as the beginning of the year. Often people 

set goals and resolutions for themselves. I am 
certainly not suggesting this for the church. We do 
not need more resolutions or goals. What we need 
is intention and action. Several people have shared 
with me about the incredible experience of taking 
a day with the Lord, and their intention to do it 
again, “soon,” with or without, another formal 
call to prayer and fasting. It was the experience of 
the day – a day of coming again into the Lord’s 
presence – that was so profound and powerful. 
It was as though their relationship with Him was 
made new again – “renewal.” 

It is time for us to come back again to the 
beginning. Each of us as individuals chooses 
whether or not to renew our relationship with 
God. As congregations and the diocese, though, 
we will be intentional about our thoughts, liturgy, 
studies, etc., so that we have real opportunities to 
again experience God’s grace and to live our lives 
focused on sharing the gospel and grace we have 
ourselves received.

The Lord be with you,
+Fraser

BISHOP FRASER LAWTON 
Diocese of Athabasca

Rural parishes live gospel in everyday acts of grace continued 
Continued from front page.

Bouwman gained a deeper understanding of 
and appreciation for rural ministry while serving 
as rector of parishes in Sedgewick, Viking and 
Vegreville. Vegreville was also where she met and 
married her husband Jordan. The couple moved to 
Sherwood Park and she served as assistant priest 
at Holy Trinity in Old Strathcona, before the birth 
of her son Maks. Following a year-long maternity 
leave, she returned full time to ministry as rector 
of St. George’s Fort Saskatchewan in the spring of 
2016.

As canon pastor, Bouwman looks forward to 
helping build community among rural parishes, 
in spite of their geographical separation. She has 
started a Facebook group for rural clergy to share 
prayer requests and resources: “a place where we 
can just be ourselves and lift each other up.” 

She also hopes to offer more opportunities 
“to come together to give thanks for what we 
do and celebrate what unites us.” In 2014, when 
Bouwman was rector of St. Mary’s, Vegreville, 
a family from her church hosted a rural ministry 
celebration on their farm, welcoming members of 
the Edmonton diocese for a service in their canola 
field, followed by a potluck lunch and farm tour. 

“Each year, I’d love to invite a different 
deanery to host a celebration. In Vegreville, 
rural ministry is closely associated with farming. 
But in Jasper, for example, ministry looks very 
different.”

In her new role, Bouwman hopes to help 
“bridge the gap of isolation” and help rural 
parishes engage in ministry together through 
mutual encouragement and support.

“The way rural folks minister to their 
community, to each other, is incarnational,” says 
Bouwman. “It’s a form of evangelism – though 
we’d never call it that.” Rural ministry can and 
should be shaped by people. For instance, in 
Viking, Bouwman and her ecumenical partners 
led an Alpha course for a lunchtime walking club. 
Meeting at the local arena, the walkers watched an 
Alpha video, discussing the topic while doing laps 
on the indoor track. 

Those “seemingly small” everyday acts of 
grace are the Gospel. No matter how insignificant 
an act may seem, by living the good news, you are 
clearing the stones for mustard seeds to grow, she 
says. “I see people living out their faith outside the 
church, in the local Tim Hortons, every day.”

When Bouwman began her ministry in 

Vegreville, she immediately signed up to volunteer 
at the Legion Steak Night. “Presence is the essence 
of rural ministry,” she says. “Church can be 
viewed as an opportunity to let God energize us for 
the work we do in our communities. We shouldn’t 
be afraid to see that work as an expression of 
church.” 

What advice does Bouwman have for rural 
parishes: “Be creative and find everything you can 
that’s free! Seriously, there’s abundance of free 
resources on the internet, so make time to look for 
them.”

But, most importantly, “Don’t lose heart. Be 
assured that what you are doing is important. Be 
the gospel.”
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On Saturday, October 29th, Trinity Mar 
Thoma Church celebrated its 25th 
anniversary as a parish. The Mar Thoma 

Church traces its roots to the evangelism of St 
Thomas who, according to ancient tradition, 
established a mission to spread the Gospel in India. 
It is mainly centred in Kerala, South India, but also 
has a diocese of North America and the Europe 
with about 80 parishes. The Mar Thoma Church 
is in full communion with the churches of the 
Anglican Communion, though it is not a member 
of the Anglican Communion.

Trinity Mar Thoma Church traces its history 
in Edmonton to a group of Mar Thoma Christians 
who began meeting as a house group in the 1970s. 
As more people arrived in Edmonton from Kerala 
over the ensuing years, the group grew to the point 
that they were able to plant an official parish. In 

1991, Trinity Mar Thoma parish was born. The 
anniversary celebration was a time to celebrate 
the history of the parish and honour founding 
members, and to look forward to God’s leading 
into the future.

The event in October brought together 

parishioners, a former parish vicar, a former 
bishop of North America and Europe (now serving 
in India) and several ecumenical clergy. The 
Ven. Alan Perry (pictured fourth from left) was 
honoured to represent the Diocese of Edmonton.               

Continued from page 2.

As an award-winning city columnist for 
the Edmonton Journal, Paula Simons regularly 
encourages her readers to show love through good 
deeds. Invited to speak at the dinner, Simons urged 
her audience to advocate within their sphere of 
influence for the wellbeing and fair treatment of 
the people who devote their lives to helping others. 
Today’s reality is that North American society rests 
on the shoulders of the “caring” class, said Simons, 
a champion for civil rights and civil society. She 
spoke about the great need to support employees 
of the non-profit sector who routinely perform 
acts of frontline heroism for wages below market 
average. Here in Edmonton, there are countless 
workers at seniors’ societies and group homes, 
as well as agencies like E4C, Hope Mission, the 
Bissell Centre, iHuman Youth Society, Bent Arrow 
Traditional Healing Society, the Mustard Seed, 
Canadian National Institute for the Blind (CNIB) 
and the Pride Centre of Edmonton, devoted to 
helping others in need while barely getting by 
themselves. People like Mr. Crawley in English 
author Anthony Trollope’s The Chronicles of 

Barsetshire. The fictitious hero, whose 
best friend is Dean of the Cathedral, 
serves the impoverished brick-making 
community of Barchester. He shares 
everything he has with those he perceives 
to be in need, leaving little for himself. 
His community does not quite know how 
to respond.

“We, in this city, have a particular 
blind spot for not-for-profits,” said Simons. “We 
love our volunteers, but unfortunately, we often 
mislabel the people who dedicate their life’s 
work to helping others. Some of these people are 
providing essential community services, while 
teetering on the brink of poverty.” Like Trollope’s 
Mr. Crawley, they tend to other’s needs, while 
tending not to think of themselves.

Unfortunately, there are others outside the not-
for-profit sector to whom our society also turns a 
blind eye. Others with a sense of calling - artists, 
sessional lecturers, up-and-coming journalists – 
these are people who love what they do and feel 
passionately about their work. Yet, their moral 
and personal commitment can lead to catastrophic 
emotional burnout, said Simons.

“Society owes a huge debt to the caring class,” 
she said. “We need to ask ourselves, do we want 
a just society, or are we 
content to be a just good 
enough society?” 

Today lay people, 
clergy and friends of the 
Anglican Church give 
graciously to the Bishop’s 
Fund, which now includes 
more than 200 members 
from Alberta and the 
Northwest Territories. 
Traditionally, the elegant 
banquet is organized and 
funded by the Bishop’s 
Fund Committee, enabling 

100 percent of the proceeds from the dinner to be 
used for the bishops’ work. 

Accompanied by the sound of bagpipes, 
Edmonton Bishop Jane Alexander, guest speaker 
Paula Simons and committee members were 
ceremoniously led into the formal dining hall 
at the Royal Mayfair Golf Club. Expressing his 
appreciation for deceased members and welcoming 
new members, Chair Mr. Neil Gower, QC, 
introduced the 2016 committee: Mr. David Angus, 
Mr. Norman Bishop, QC, Mr. Dwight Bliss, 
QC, the Hon. Madame Justice Bev Browne, the 
Hon. Mr. Justice Brian Burrows, Mr. Marc de la 
Bruyere, Ms. Anne de Villars, QC, the Hon. Judge 
Ken Holmstrom, Mr. William King, Ms. Lois 
MacLean and Mr. John Mitchell. 

“Thank you all for being here on election 
night,” said Gower only slightly apologetically. 
“It was one of the few openings on the bishop’s 
calendar.”

News

Bishop’s Fund - legacy of support for society’s caring class continued

From left: All Saints’ Cathedral members Peggy-
Anne Field, Mary-Lou Cleveland and Alexandra 
Munn with award-winning journalist Paula Simons.

Trinity Mar Thoma Church celebrates 25th anniversary
The Ven. Alan Perry

Executive Archdeacon
Diocese of Edmonton

Members of the Bishop’s Fund Committee, introduced by Chair Neil 
Gower, right, organized the 65th annual dinner in support of clergy of the 
Dioceses of Edmonton and the Arctic.

We need to ask ourselves, do 
we want a just society, or are we 
content to be a just good enough 

society? Paula Simons

Photo: JP Vision Photography Edmonton
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As you might have 
guessed from the 
reference to Star 

Trek in my last article, I love 
a good story. The stories I 
enjoy most contain moments 
of discovery for the lead 
characters; discoveries 
that enable them to be 

better people and ‘save 
the day.’ Those moments 
of discovery enable the 
characters to see something 
they had not understood 
before, shifting their entire 
frame of reference. What 
was once impossible 
becomes possible. 

As missional disciples, 
our walk with Jesus calls 
us to a road along which 
we continually experience 
events that reframe our 
understanding of what it 
means to love, worship, 
obey and serve Him. Such 
as the moment we begin to 
see mission and discipleship 
as Jesus does. 

Jesus moves us from the 
point of thinking we can’t 
do anything for Him (that 
we are not special enough, 
or know enough) to the 
point of thinking we can be 

used powerfully by Him. 
How does Jesus do this? He 
uses mission as the catalyzer 
of our discipleship. 

In Luke 7-10 we see 
Jesus’ strategy for producing 
missional disciples. In Luke 
7, Jesus engages with all 
kinds of people, from the 
centurion to the widow, 
to the disciples of John, 
to Simon the Pharisee. He 
preaches and He heals, and 
the disciples watch Him 
doing it. In Luke 8, we’re 
told that Jesus specifically 
brings the 12 along 
with Him. He continues 
preaching and healing, but 
spends more time nurturing 
the disciples into a greater 
understanding. In Luke 9 He 
does something astonishing. 
He calls the 12 together 
and sends them out – on 
their own – in mission. 

Bear in mind, at this point 
the disciples don’t know or 
understand the things we 
know now about who Jesus 
is, the Cross, Resurrection... 
anything! But He sends 
them out anyway and, in 
the doing, they encounter 
the transforming power 
of God. They come back 
full of excitement. They 
are growing. Then, in 
Luke 10, He sends them 
out as a group of 70. The 
original 12 have become 
missional disciples who 
engage, nurture and help 
others encounter and grow 
as missional disciples. Jesus 
uses mission to catalyze 
their discipleship. Their 
perspective is ‘reframed’. 

It takes a lot of time 
and energy to keep a 
church going, with all the 
work that needs doing, to 

keep activities running, 
while covering costs and 
maintaining the building. 
No wonder we don’t have 
much energy left. What 
Jesus accomplished in 
these four chapters shows 
us a way to reframe our 
approach to church life. 
Mission isn’t simply an 
extra to discipleship -  it is 
at its very core. When we set 
the work of making Jesus 
known in word and action 
as the central priority of our 
discipleship, Jesus works 
through us. When we do 
that, He helps us grow and 
our discipleship becomes a 
very exciting story.

With every blessing for 
an exciting 2017.

Yours in His Service,  
Richard 

The Ven. RICHARD KING
Archdeacon for Mission and 

Discipleship 
Diocese of Edmonton

Mission & Service

City kids step out of the box and into All Saints’ Cathedral

Jesus’ strategy: use Mission as catalyst for Discipleship

For four weeks in 
September and 
October, grade six 

classes from four different 
Edmonton schools visited 
All Saints’ Cathedral as part 
of the “Kids Out of the Box” 
program.

I was delighted to meet 
with the students, either in a 
small group of six or seven, 
or with the class of 24 as a 
whole. While honing their 
interviewing skills, they 
asked me about the Friday 
Community Breakfasts 
hosted by the cathedral 
every winter. 

The classes came from 
various areas of the city, 
and the children were of 
various ethnic and religious 
backgrounds. All were 
intrigued about being 
downtown and being in a 
church like the cathedral. 
They were curious to 
learn about what we do 
at our weekly community 
breakfasts and the people 
who come to enjoy a 
hot meal and hospitality. 
These things were not 
previously known to most 
of the students – many had 

never been in downtown 
Edmonton before, or in a 
church.

Usually, we met with the 
children in the hall, but one 
day I met with a small group 
inside the cathedral itself. 
They were more fascinated 
with what went on inside the 
church than they were about 
the breakfasts! The kids 
had all kinds of questions 
for me: ‘What do you like 
about this building?’ ‘What 
is your favourite picture 
in here?’ ‘What do you do 
here?’ That particular day, 
Karen Epp was practicing 
on the organ, which added 
another dimension to their 
interest. After we finished 
the interview, I took them 
to meet Karen, who kindly 
demonstrated some of the 
sounds she could make 
on the organ. I think those 
children went home with 
a bonus “out of the box” 
experience.

I was impressed with 
each class, especially at how 
well behaved and polite they 
were. For the most part, they 
knew what questions to ask 
and many prepared follow-
up questions, too. Though 
they usually had to be 
prompted to write down ‘the 
facts’ as they were listening. 

They were fascinated to 
know that many people 
come to the breakfasts: 
the people next door, the 
working poor and the 
homeless, and, that we give 
them socks, toques, gloves, 
long underwear or t-shirts as 
they need. They embraced 
the idea of contributing to 
our clothing bins as a social 
action project when they 
return to their schools.

This initiative proved 
a valuable and fun way for 
children to learn – out of 
the box that is their usual 
classroom and school. 
Through our connection to 
the program, I hope more 

schools will visit next year. 
Thank you, Sandy Van 
Riper, who coordinated it 

all through Inquiring Minds 
Edmonton!

An off-shoot of “Kids in the Hall,” an educational initiative introducing school children to the workings of 
Edmonton City Hall, “Kids Out of the Box” brings kids out of their classroom to experience a new area of the 
city. At All Saints’ Anglican Cathedral, the kids spoke to members of the Edmonton diocese about the ministry 
they do downtown. They asked Canon Barbara Burrows, left, about the Friday Community Breakfast program. 
The Rev. John Gee, diocesan treasurer, also shared his perspective on what it is like to live in downtown 
Edmonton.                                                                                                                     Photos: Sandy Van Riper

Canon BARBARA BURROWS
Community Breakfast 

Coordinator
All Saints’ Cathedral

For two months in the 
fall of 2016, All Saints’ 
Anglican Cathedral 
welcomed Edmonton 
school children through 
an initiative of Inquiring 
Minds Edmonton called 
#kidsoutofthebox. 

“Through a partnership 
with the Downtown 
Edmonton Community 
League, All Saints’ was able 
to introduce more than 100 
students to the cathedral and 
our downtown community,” 
says Chris Pilon, 

Community Engagement 
Worker at All Saints’ 
Cathedral. 

“We spoke about what 
makes downtown great, the 
changes we want to see and 
our role in them. Canon 
Barbara Burrows also gave 
presentations about the 
All Saints’ Community 
Breakfasts which run every 
Friday during the winter. 
We pray that we continue 
to have the opportunities to 
showcase our cathedral and 
the work we do downtown.”
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Companionship

A celebration service 
marking the 50th 
anniversary of the 

Diocese of Buyé, companion of the 
Edmonton diocese, was held at All 
Saints’ Cathedral in Buyé on Sunday, 
November 13, 2016.

The Rev. Dominique Ciza, 
Buyé diocesan secretary, reports 
that seven bishops attended the 
service, including Archbishop 
Martin Nyaboho who led the 
service, the current Bishop of 
Buyé, Sixbert Macumi, and the first 
Burundian Bishop of Buyé, John 
Nkunzumwami, who led the diocese 
for 13 years. 

The service was followed by 
lunch in the diocesan conference hall 
in Ngozi where, as Ciza says, “A lot 
of speeches took place.”

During his first visit to the 
Edmonton diocese in 2009, Bishop 
Sixbert Macumi described Buyé, 
born on the 11th of June 1965, as 
“the elder of the six dioceses, which 
together form the Anglican Church 
of Burundi. Buyé diocese traces its 
origin from the coming of the East 
African Revival started in Rwanda 
in 1934. In 1936 British missionaries 

(Church Mission Society) escorted 
by a group of Africans (Ugandans 
and Rwandans) surveyed Burundi 
to open a missionary centre in the 

northern part of 
Burundi. Buyé 
Centre included 
Burundi, 
Rwanda and 
a part of the 
Democratic 
Republic of the 
Congo. Twenty-
nine years later, 
in 1965, Buyé 
became the 
first diocese in 
Burundi.

In 1975, 
Buye diocese 
was divided 
into two and 
Bujumbura 
diocese was 
created. 
The diocese 
of Gitega 
came into 
existence in 
1985 followed 
by Matana 
in 1990 and 
Makamba 
in 1997. 
Muyinga 

diocese was created in 2005 and the 
diocese of Rumonge in 2013. The 
Anglican Church of Burundi has 

been an independent Province of the 
Anglican Communion since 1992. 
(www.anglicannews.org)

From its inception until now, 
Buyé diocese, comprised of 28 
parishes and four archdeaconries, has 
made evangelism its mission. At the 
same time, the crippling effects of 
civil war have made it necessary for 
the diocese to help rebuild Burundi. 
Along with evangelism, the diocese 
has focused its mission on health, 
universal education, humanitarian 
action and disaster response. The 
most recent civil war lasted from 
1993 to 2005 and destroyed much of 
the country’s infrastructure.

While peace and democracy 
have since been restored in Burundi, 
controversy arose over the July, 
2015 presidential elections. When 
President Pierre Nkurunziza was 
elected for a third consecutive term, 
violence erupted in Burundi’s capital 
Bujumbura. 

“Though it was not possible to 
celebrate the anniversary last year, 
the opportunity arose this year,” says 
the Rev. Ciza. “We were very blessed 
indeed. Thank you for your prayers.” 

On May 25, 2009, Bishop Jane 
Alexander and Bishop Sixbert 
Macumi made a solemn commitment 
on behalf of members of the 
Anglican Dioceses of Edmonton 
and Buyé to walk together in faith:

“It is our prayer that through our 
partnership one with another that we 
might grow in mutual affection and 
communion, seek a more profound 
experience of truth, build up the 
Church in unity and give glory to 
Jesus Christ our Saviour.”

See the next page for a pictoral 
glimpse of our journey together as 

companion dioceses.

STAFF
The Messenger

50 Years of Ministry Celebrated in the Diocese of Buyé

Mother’s Union members in procession to All Saints’ Cathedral.

Buyé Bishop Sixbert Macumi, right, welcomes Archbishop Martin Nayaboho to All Saints’ Cathedral for the joyous 50th Anniversary 
celebration, featuring lively worship, singing and dancing, many speeches, and lots of smiles, laughs and cake.

Archbishop Nyaboho led the service with seven local bishops.

The Mothers’ Union in the Diocese of Buyé organized a walk through Ngozi town on November 29th as part of an international campaign to end gender-
based violence. The 16 Days of Activism against GBV stretches from November 25, 
International Day for the Elimination of Violence against Women, to December 10, Human 

Rights Day. 
The Rev. Dominique Ciza, Buyé Diocesan Secretary reports that the celebration was led by 

the Most Rev. Martin Nyaboho, Archbishop of the Anglican Church in Burundi, and the Rt. Rev. 
Sixbert Macumi, Bishop of Buyé. The Provincial Secretary of Buyé Mothers’ Union and Mothers’ 
Union representatives from all the dioceses were present. People marched for almost two km and 
then participated in a ceremony on the Ngozi playground, which included speeches, testimonies 
and the lighting of candles. 

In his speech, Archbishop Nyaboho said, “the Anglican Church of Burundi, since it was 
established in the country in 1935, has always acted to fight against human indignity that includes 
gender based violence. The Church is more than ever committed to end violence in all its forms. 
To that end 126 persons from the Anglican Church have recently been trained on how to address 
gender based violence issues.” 

Buyé Mothers’ Union Marches to End Gender-based Violence

The Mothers’ Union also supports access to education, infant/
maternal health care and aid for the vulnerable.
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“We, the Bishops of the Anglican 
Dioceses of Edmonton and Buyé, 

on behalf of our people do make a 
solemn commitment to walk together 
in faith. We pray that God will bless 

this partnership, will help us to 
experience through it the grace and 
peace of Jesus Christ, and will use 
it to make us more effective in our 
sharing of the good news. It is our 

prayer that through our partnership 
one with another that we might grow 
in mutual affection and communion, 
seek a more profound experience of 
truth, build up the Church in unity 
and give glory to Jesus Christ our 

Saviour.”

Companion dioceses of Edmonton and Buyé walk together in Christ

While visiting the 
Edmonton diocese for the 
celebration of women’s 
ministry, Bishop Sixbert, 
together with Bishop 
Jane, blessed chokecherry 
trees for every parish in 
the Edmonton diocese. A 
symbol of reconciliation, 
the chokecherry tree, 
such as this one planted 
by St. Andrew’s in 
Camrose, was used for 
food, shelter and much 
more by the Cree people. 

The 2009 Edmonton diocese Lenten 
Campaign “Build Hope, Give a Net” 
focused on helping protect our brothers 
and sisters from the spread of malaria 
by mosquitoes, which claims more 
lives than AIDS each year in Buyé 
diocese. Members of the diocese gave 
generously to the campaign, which 
raised more than $26,000 for 10,000 
insecticide-treated nets.

In the 2011 “Building Life” project, 
members of the Edmonton diocese 
partnered with Food for the Hungry 
Canada, raising more than $12,000 to fill 
a 40-foot shipping container with hospital 
beds, wheelchairs and medical equipment 
for Buyé Hospital. Until then, it was 
common for babies born prematurely to 
die due to the absence of an incubator. 
With essential medical equipment the 
infant mortality rate has decreased 
significantly. 

Upon their ordination, August 5, 2012, six Diocese of Buyé deacons, pictured 
here with Bishop Sixbert Macumi, were presented with new bicycles. In Buyé 
diocese, clergy often walk 40 kilometres, or more, between parishes. The 
bicycles were purchased with a donation from the Parish of St. Augustine’s 
Parkland in Spruce Grove. In 2014, the Rev. Dominque Ciza, diocesan 
secretary, and Canon Bibiane, Mother’s Union chaplain, presented a gift of 
gratitude to St. Augustine’s Parkland on behalf of the Buyé clergy.

Civil war from 1993 
to 2006 severely 
damaged Burundi’s 
water supply. Clean 
water is especially 
hard to get in rural 
areas. More than 
half of residents rely 
on lakes, rivers and 
swamps for their 
water, which is often 
contaminated by 
bacteria and parasites. 

On several occasions, Bishop Jane and representatives from the Edmonton diocese have been 
able to travel to Burundi, witnessing firsthand the ways Buyé diocese lives out the Marks 
of Mission. On a recent trip, they toured the HIV/AIDS clinic built by the Diocese of Buyé 
with support from the Diocese of Edmonton and PWRDF. Last summer, donations from the 
Edmonton diocese’s REACH Campaign and PWRDF helped double the size of the Buyé Hospital’s 
maternity ward. A fundraising campaign led by the Edmonton ACW will equip the ward 
with beds, mattresses, sheets and blankets. Every year, approximately 5,400 women from 
three surrounding municipalities give birth in the hospital, located near All Saints’ Anglican 
Cathedral, Buyé. You can learn more online about the ways Edmonton and Buyé dioceses are 
walking together in faith, by visiting edmonton.anglican.org/category/social-justice/burundi 
and Executive Archdeacon Alan Perry’s blog at www.edmontonbuye.blogspot.ca. 

A $14,000 grant from the 
Diocese of Edmonton REACH 
Campaign enabled Buyé diocese 
to reopen its Bible College for 
the 2016-17 academic year. 
This funding also provided for 
a new roof over two churches, 
including the church pictured 
left, which is in Kirima parish.

During a visit to Burundi’s Kirundo province in 2014, Diocese of Edmonton 
Executive Archdeacon Alan Perry, Bishop Sixbert Macumi and diocesan 
secretary Dominique Ciza visited one of 30 protected natural water 
springs constructed by the Anglican Diocese of Buyé. This project provides 
access to clean water for more than 11,000 people.

In June, 2014, the Edmonton ACW presented a quilt, made by Elaine Hook, 
left, to Buyé Mothers’ Union Chaplain Canon Bibiane and MU President Clotilde 
Muhimpunda, pictured below with the Rev. Dominique Ciza and past ACW 
president Jean Anderson, right. The special presentation was part of a joint 
celebration of women’s ministry in the dioceses of Edmonton and Buyé in honour 
of the 100th anniversary of the Edmonton ACW. 

In response to Bishop 
Jane’s call to explore, 
over the next 100 years 
of women’s ministry, “a 
very real partnership 
between the ACW and the 
Mother’s Union of Buyé,” 
members of the ACW 
raised funds to purchase 
more than 600 Dignity 
Kits for young women in 
Buyé. In Burundi, girls are 
often forced to miss school 
due to a lack of feminine 
hygiene products.
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Part Two of a two-part series for 
The Messenger:

The Cursillo movement began 
in the early 1940s with a pilgrimage 
across Spain. Today, that pilgrimage 
follows the same 1,100-year-old 
route called El Camino de Santiago 
or The Way of St. James. It is a 
785-km path that starts in France, 
crosses two mountain ranges, and 
ends at the Cathedral of Santiago de 
Compostela. Last fall, as Cursillo 
members Jim and Deb Phillipchuk 
walked the Camino for 40 days, 
they emailed their experiences and 
reflections to family and friends. 
These emails have been abridged 
and published in The Messenger as a 
two-part series. The following is part 
two:

Day 24 - 468 kms done,  
316 kms to go:

Hola. The cathedral in Burgos 
was fabulous. Larger than most, 
wonderful artwork, and the burial 
place of El Cid. We spent time in 
prayer in the public chapel which 
is free and quite simple. I know 
God exists both in the sumptuous 
cathedral and in the simple chapel, 
but He’s easier to find in the chapel.

We entered the Meseta, the 
Spanish plain - flat land and straight 
roads. Some people skip this part, 
but it’s easier to walk and looks fine 
to this Saskatchewan boy. There’s 
nothing to get in the way of the view.

We couldn’t find accommodation 
in Hornillos del Camino so we 
booked a casa rurale which is a 
private residence with bedrooms 
for guests. The one we picked, El 
Molino, was a 600-year-old mill 
with trees, ducks and peacocks - very 
pretty. There were only six of us: 
an English couple we met before, a 
French couple, and us. The room was 
rustic, but the food and the company 
were good.

When I couldn’t find a room 
to book in Mansilla de las Mulas, 
we adjusted our schedule to stay in 
Reliegos. We’re adapting as we go.

I caught a cold a couple days 
ago, but it hasn’t affected me much. 
Deb had one blister that we were 
able to treat, and it is ok now. We’ve 
been blessed with good health so far.

Things I’ve learned:
• There’s no one (we’ve 

encountered) under 18 on 
the Camino. There are many 
under 30 or over 55, but few in 
between. My guess is that only 
people of a certain age have the 
time to do this.

• You only need sun tan lotion on 
the left side of your legs. It’s odd 
when you walk in one direction.

• I miss ketchup, peanut butter and 
sliced bread. 

Blessings,
Jim & Deb

Day 34 - 644 kms done,  
141 kms to go:

Hola. In Leon, we stayed at the 
Parador de Leon, featured in the 
movie The Way with Martin Sheen.  
Strolling in the cloister at night after 
dinner was a treat.

The scenery slowly changed 
from plains to hills and forest. The 
walk to O Cebreira was, perhaps, the 
prettiest view we’ve ever seen.

When we started, we had grand 
visions of visiting village sites and 
attending evening mass. That hasn’t 
happened. You drag yourself into 
town and there’s just enough time 
and energy to wash your clothes, 
nap, shower, eat dinner, book your 
next night’s accommodation and be 
in bed by 9:30.

In Ponferrada, we toured the 
Castillo de Los Templarios, a castle 
built for the Knights Templar in the 
1100s. Which reminds me, several 
times a day, a couple of peregrinos 
will go by on bikes. Bikers have to 
travel twice as far as walkers to get 
their Credential and preference is 
given to walkers at the albergues. 
They are a mysterious lot that we 
call the Knights Pedlar.

The stretch from Leon to Sarria 
was always going to be tough - back 
to back days of 27 kms and going 
over another set of mountains. 

We’ve also had rain and 40 to 
100 kph winds again. We both are 
ready for this rest day in Sarria.

Things I’ve learned:
• At many places even hotel 

rooms, the radiators only work 
from 7 pm to 10 pm.  On cold 
and rainy days, that just sucks.

• You never hear car horns, even 
in cities. Are drivers more 
courteous or patient here?

• I’m tired of wearing the same 
clothes. I can see why some 
people burn them at the end.  

Blessings,
Jim & Deb

Continued on next page.

Jim and Deb Phillipchuk started their 
trek on The Way of St. James from 
Saint-Jean-Pied-de-Port in France.

The Spanish Meseta is beautiful to eyes trained on the Canadian prairies.

The Parador de Leon was originally a monastery built to shelter pilgrims.

Local cursillista peregrinos walk El Camino de Santiago

The Cathedral of St. Mary of Burgos, 1221, is a UNESCO World Heritage site.
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With a new year upon us, 
I wish you all a hope-
filled year with many 

blessings. Our annual Christmas 
potluck dinner was a festive mix 
of food, fellowship, reflection and 
singing. It was great getting to know 
our newest Cursillo community 
members. We loved showing non-
cursillo members just how fun and 
inspiring this community is! 

Thanks be to God! 
Please join us on Friday, January 

20, 7:30 pm, at St. Timothy’s 
Anglican Church, 8420-145 Street, 
Edmonton, for our next Ultreya 
(meeting) - an unforgettable evening 
with the Rev. Tim Chesterton. He 
will lead an abridged version of his 
full-day workshop: “How to Relax 
and Enjoy Evangelism.” Chesterton 
says there is a style of evangelism 
that fits with the unique person God 
has made us to be. Come expecting 
to be encouraged and better 
equipped to be a faithful witness in 

your everyday life. This will be 
an Ultreya you will not want 
to miss! All are welcome. As 
its name implies, an Ultreya 
(Spanish word for “onward”) is 
a call to move forward and to 
keep the flame of the Cursillo 
burning brightly.

We are finalizing plans for 
our 2017 Ultreyas, so do keep 
an eye out for updates in the 
February Messenger or at 
www.edmontoncursillo.ca. 

Peace of Christ to you all.

Cursillo community looks ahead to January Ultreya
CATHY PONECH

Communications Director
Edmonton Cursillo Secretariat

Continued from previous page. 

Day 40 - 785 km done, 
000 km to go:

Hola. Most peregrinos start at 
Sarria because it’s the least you 
can walk (100 km) and still get 
a Compostela from the Catholic 
Church. The number of pilgrims 
increased at Sarria and were 
noticeably enthusiastic and nice-
smelling. Instead of having most 
people pass us, we now pass as many 
as pass us.

We were weary over this last 
stretch. I think we’ve had enough 
and it will take some time to recover.

We were relieved to get to 
the Cathedral in Santiago de 
Compostela. Our hotel had our 
reservation (yay!) and our luggage 
we sent them a month and a half ago 
(bigger yay!).

We got our Compostela from 
the Pilgrim’s Office and attended 
the Pilgrim’s Mass today. We were 
lucky. It was a feast day and they 
swung the Botafumeiro (incense 
burner). It weighs 80 kg and it’s 

swung 65 m in the transept 
above your heads.

We prayed in the crypt 
where the bones of St. James are 
buried and we gave thanks for 
getting here. We were able to walk 
every meter with our full pack. 
We didn’t skip any part by using 
busses or taxis and we didn’t use 
the service that carries your pack to 
the next stop.

Blessings,
Jim & Deb

So, what was it all about?

It was about letting go. At the 
Cruz de Ferro (Cross of Iron), it is 
customary to bring a stone from 
home that represents a burden 
you are carrying. You leave it at 
the foot of the cross. There are 
millions of stones left there.

It was about examining your 
life. What are you thankful for? 
What are you ashamed of? What 
do you think you need to change?

It was about community; the 
people around us. On the Camino, 

it was Les, who is trying to make 
sense of losing his wife. It was 
Ellen, whose son has leukemia.      
It was Tim, who is successful but 
wondering what will be left if 
he retires. The people around us 
matter.

The Camino was a metaphor 
for life. You start out enthusiastic 
and naive. You settle into a 
grind that seems endless. You 
face difficulties that are big and 
scary. But along the way, you see 
beauty and kindness and, if you 
are blessed, you experience love.

I hope you have enjoyed 
these emails. We wish you all 
well and pray for God’s blessing 
for each of you.

Blessings,
Jim & Deb

Cursillista peregrinos walk El Camino de Santiago cont. 

Finally, the weary pilgrims finish El Camino at the cathedral in Santiago de 
Compostela, believed to be the final resting place of James the Apostle. 

Some of the most beautiful views were on the approach to O Cebreira.

Many peregrinos take the opportunity to reflect 
on their pilgrimage at the foot of the Iron Cross. 
Many leave behind a stone or other memento, 
symbolizing a burden they want to lay down; 
something in their life they choose to let go of. 
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I love road trips. I love 
packing the van, getting 
the snacks ready, 

checking the maps, getting 
music to listen to on the way. 
A good road trip, especially 
with good company is a 
great way to get from home 
to somewhere new. Road 
trips allow me to explore 
new things, meet new people 
and find out more about this 
good land that we live on. 

This past year, I have 
been on a lot of road trips 
as part of my ministry in the 
Diocese of Edmonton. I have 
been from Jasper in the west 
to Wainwright in the east, 
from Ponoka in the south to 
Cold Lake in the north and 
many places in between. 

What a joy to meet 
Anglicans (and some 
Lutherans) in different 
places. The people I have 
met have been open to 
hearing about the work of 
Indigenous Ministry in our 
diocese. They are especially 
interested to learn how 

they can become part of 
neighbourly reconciliation 
between indigenous and 
settler folk of good will. 
And, they are willing to do 
the hard work of listening to 
each other and learning from 
each other.

Here are some highlights 
from the past year: 

• During an 
educational day 
about reconciliation 
at All Saints’, 
Drayton Valley in 
February, the mayor 
of the town thanked 
us for helping him 
see the history 
between settler and 
Indigenous folks in a 
new way.

• While hosting a 
Blanket Exercise 
at St. Mary’s, 
Ponoka, an elder 
from Montana First 
Nation shared with 
us his understanding 
of the buffalo 

blanket.
• Being welcomed 

to St. Thomas’, 
Wainwright 
and asked to 
come back soon 
to facilitate a 
Blanket Exercise.

• Immanuel, 
Wetaskiwin 
bringing together 
all kinds of 
community 
members for an 
Orange Shirt Day 
walk to remember 
the children who 
went to Indian 
Residential Schools. 

These are just a few 
examples of the moments 
upon moments rural 
Anglicans have opened their 
hearts and minds to hear 
God’s voice - to become 
agents of neighbourly 
reconciliation for and in 
their communities. At every 
stop along our journey to 
reconciliation, people are 
answering the call to lead 
their communities forward 
in this work. 

I look forward with 
great anticipation to more 
moments, more possibilities 
and more people committed 
to continuing the work of 
neighbourly reconciliation 
in the new year. I hope I 
will meet you on the road 
sometime in 2017.

To find out more about 
neighbourly reconciliation, 
please send me an email at: 
f.brownlee@edmonton.
anglican.ca.

Indiginews

Rural Anglicans becoming agents of true reconciliation

Last February, the parish of All Saints’ welcomed the 
community of Drayton Valley to experience the KAIROS 
Blanket Exercise. The workshop was facilitated by Sharon 
Pasula, Oskâpêwis/Aboriginal Cultural and Educational Helper 
(pictured above) and Fiona Brownlee, Aboriginal and Rural 
Communities Liaison, both of the Diocese of Edmonton.

Elder Lawrence 
Standingontheroad

FIONA BROWNLEE
Aboriginal and Rural 
Communities Liaison

The community of Wetaskiwin gathered at Diamond Jubilee 
Park for the Orange Shirt Day Walk on September 30.

Our congregation 
enjoys inviting the 
community in. On 

October 22, 2016 we did 
just that with our fall supper.
We served roast beef with 
all the trimmings including 
root vegetables and mini 
potatoes, with homemade 
pies for dessert. Dinner was 
enjoyed by upwards of 135 
guests.

The ACW hosted our 
annual tea and bake sale on 

November 26, 2016. Our 
major annual fundraiser, 
this event enables us to do 
outreach projects through 
the year. In fine ACW 
tradition, we served tea and 
coffee in China cups, fancy 
sandwiches and a wide 
assortment of Christmas 
goodies. We decorated 
the hall for the season 
with a nativity scene and 
Christmas tree. The tables 
were adorned with lacy 
tablecloths and centerpieces 
invoking memories of days 
gone by. 

The ACW ladies 
and friends gather the 
night before to make the 
sandwiches, price the baking 
and crafts. The work-bee is 
a great time for fellowship, 
as is the “do-not-miss” 
community tea the following 
day. People wait in line until 
the doors open at 1 o’clock. 

My family and others 
have made the fall supper 
and tea and bake sale an 
annual tradition. The lovely 
hum of conversation and 
contentment which follows 
these events marks the start of a blessed Thanksgiving and Christmas Season.

Christ Church Invites Grande Prairie Community to Supper and Tea
CANDACE MAHAFFY

Christ Church
Grande Prairie

Kathy Greer, Lois Tunney and Gail Shewchuk prepare 
sandwiches for the ACW Christmas Tea and Bake Sale.
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I have been thinking a lot 
about water. I am not 
referring to the warm 

seas of a vacation resort that 
many Albertans migrate to 
this time of year. But rather, 
the livestock “watering” 
type. We have two water 
wells on our farm, one of 

which services the barn 
and livestock pens. The six 
waterers behind the barn 
ensure that our livestock 
have access to clean 
drinking water on demand. 

When I turn on a tap 
or an animal takes a drink, 
water instantly pours out. 
But what if we didn’t 
have taps in our house, or 
livestock waterers? Imagine 
hauling water from one 
communal tap that supplies 
an entire village? 

Let me share a story 
about one such village. This 
is not a story about a far-off 
country on the other side of 
the world. Sadly, it is the 
story of a village right here 
in Canada.

Pikangikum is a “fly-
in” Ojibwa First Nation 

community, situated about 
400 kms north of Kenora, 
Ontario, near the Manitoba 
border. Demographically 
speaking, it is a young 
community. Almost one 
third of the population of 
3,000 is of school age. 

You might recognize the 
name, as this community 
made the national news in 
2008 when it suffered a rash 
of teen suicides. Over a two-
year period, 16 young people 
between the ages of 10 and 
19 committed suicide; it had 
the dubious distinction of 
being named “The Suicide 
Capital of the World.” It 
took these terrible tragedies   
for the public to hear this 
community’s desperate cries 
for help. People started to 
ask what they could do. 

A retired 
businessman 
named Dave 
Steeves, 
along with 
his friends 
Bing and 
Bob, flew 
up to take a 
look at the 
situation, 
and, in 
2011, the 
Pikangikum 
Working 
Group was 
established. 
It is a group 
of volunteers 
that works 
with 
community 
leaders to identify needs, 
set priorities and implement 

solutions. 

Continued on page 12.

PWRDF helps northern community access clean water

DOROTHY MARSHALL
Diocesan Representative

PWRDF

As Shawn Atleo demonstrates, the Pikangikum 
community water tank is in poor condition. 
Bishop Mark MacDonald, the National 
Anglican Indigenous Bishop of Canada, has 
brought a group of representatives together 
from churches and community groups with 
interests in the indigenous communities 
in Canada. Bishop Mark’s group, now 
known as Pimatisiwin Nipi (“Living Water”) 
Group, supports PWRDF’s water program in 
Pikangikum.               Photo: Anglican Journal

At their 2016 annual 
meeting in May, the 
ACW ladies of the 

Edmonton diocese initiated 
a project to raise funds 
for Buyé hospital’s newly 
expanded maternity ward. 
At the time of publication 
$8,300 had been raised to 
help purchase bedding, 
blankets and mattresses. 
By this coming spring, 
we hope to have raised 
18,650,000 Burundi francs 
(approximately $15,000 
CAD at today’s exchange 
rate). 

St. Andrew’s Anglican 

Church in Camrose held 
a fundraising dinner in 
October, raising more 
than $1,800 for the Buyé 
bedding project and the 
Primate’s World Relief 
and Development Fund 
(PWRDF) Maternal and 
Child Health Program. 

“Through the PWRDF 
program, donations are 
matched 6/1 by the Federal 
Government,” says Dorothy 
Marshall, a member of St. 
Andrew’s and the Edmonton 
diocese’s PWRDF 
representative. “We would 
definitely recommend this 
fundraising idea to others,” 
says Marshall. “It was very 

successful financially and 
raised awareness of the 
conditions in our sister 
Diocese of Buyé.” 

The Ven. Alan Perry, 
executive archdeacon of 
the Edmonton diocese, 
was invited to the dinner 
to give a presentation on 

Burundi. Perry 
has visited our 
companion diocese 
several times and 
blogged about his 
experiences at 
www.
edmontonbuye.
blogspot.com. 

St. Andrew’s hosts fundraising dinner for Buyé Hospital

Construction on the new materinity ward was 
completed at the end of the summer 2016.

DOROTHY MARSHALL
St. Andrew’s, Camrose

Approximately Two Months before Dinner: 
Advertise in the parish.
Ensure the community is aware of the previously 
deplorable conditions in the Buyé hospital maternity 
ward and the need to provide beds and bedding.
Call the diocesan Synod Office to invite Executive 
Archdeacon Alan Perry to speak about Buyé, and 
place an order for Fair Trade Burundian coffee with 
treasurer John Gee.
Plan menu and organize volunteers to cook food 
similar to that eaten in Buyé. 
Arrange for donations for silent auction.

One Day before Dinner: 
Set the mood for the evening by decorating the room 
with a construction theme (hospital expansion).
Place table centrepieces created with empty paint cans 
and construction tools on beautiful African  patterned 

fabric.
Decorate the walls with colourful fabrics.

Day of Dinner: 
Prepare a delicious main course of plantain chips, 
black beans and rice, hot Piri Piri Sauce and Red Stew.
For dessert, serve fresh fruit and “Good Coffee” from 
Burundi.
Display Silent Action Items.

Result: 
A feast of foods similar to those eaten in Buyé.
Following dinner, informative and enlivening 
anecdotes about Archdeacon Alan Perry’s trips to 
Buyé. His presentation includes powerpoint pictures 
and his interpretation of the energetic style of worship 
displayed by our Buyé companions.

St. Andrew’s Recipe for Raising Awareness and Funds

Bedding is still needed for the new 
Buyé Hospital maternity ward.
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PWRDF helps northern community access clean water continued
Continued from page 11.

The projects underway 
in Pikangikum are funded 
by a group of partners, and 
the major contributor is 
the Primate’s World Relief 
and Development Fund 
(PWRDF). The Government 
of Canada, through 
Indigenous and Northern 
Affairs, is matching those 
dollars.

A major priority 
identified by the Pikangikum 
Working Group was an 
immediate need for water 
and wastewater facilities 
in the homes. Of the 450 
houses in the village, each of 
which is home to an average 
of 18 people, only 20 had 
water before the project 
began in 2012. The rest of 
the families hauled water 

daily in plastic jugs, and 
used an outhouse in the back 
yard.

In the initial phase of 
this project 10 homes were 
retrofitted to add structural 
support and install water 
holding tanks, water heaters, 
pumps and fixtures for a 
bathroom and kitchen sink. 
A wastewater holding tank 
was also added to each of the 
10 homes. The project paid 
for the training of six young 
community members who 
became full-time plumbers 
and electricians.

The second phase of 
the project will be done in 
partnership with Habitat 
for Humanity Manitoba 
this spring. Habitat 
volunteers will look after the 
installation and retrofitting 
of at least 20 more homes 
and seven more young 

people will receive plumbing 
and electrical training.

You might rightly 
think that these 30 homes 
are merely “a drop in the 
bucket.” But this water 
project is a start. It has 
brought hope to the young 
people of Pikangikum, 
who can finally start to 
see their lives improving. 
The Pikangikum Working 
Group is also supporting 
initiatives to improve youth 
programs, food production 

co-ops and a new portable 
lumber mill which will also 
employ young people. In 
2016 a beautiful new school 
opened in in the community. 
The previous school burned 
down in 2007, and the 
Federal Government was 
very slow in rebuilding. 
Through the PWRDF 
donation of $440,000 we 
are enabling indigenous 
Canadians in northern 
Ontario to improve their 
lives by providing access 
to clean drinking water; 
something we all take for 
granted. 

It is encouraging to 
see Canadian volunteers 
working together to supply 
this vital water to these 
homes, and we know that 
there will be an on-going 
need to continue the project. 
Even in Canada, we seem to 

have a systemic disregard 
for indigenous rights to 
clean water. This is wrong, 
but change is doable. If 
we treated our livestock 
the same way, the SPCA 
would be on the case pretty 
quickly! 

If you would like to 
learn more about this or 
any of the great projects 
supported by PWRDF, 
please check us out on-line 
at: www.PWRDF.org . If 
you would like to financially 
support our work you can do 
so on our website or through 
your church envelopes. If 
you are interested in being 
involved in this ministry of 
helping others, please talk to 
your rector about becoming 
a parish representative or 
email Dorothy Marshall, 
diocesan representative, at 
camfarm@syban.net.

Be “unexpectedly hopeful,” Bishop tells Advent congregation

New indoor plumbing 
means access to clean 
water for Pikangikum.

For the 39th year, 
the parish of St. 
Aidan and St. Hilda, 

Rexboro gathered in early 
December to celebrate the 
promise of the Messiah and 
the birth of Jesus. 

As the mid-morning sun 

streamed through arched 
windows adorned with 
Christmas wreaths, the 
quaint sanctuary resonated 
with the sound of traditional 
carols played on the pump 
organ.

Maybe it is because 
we are planning for and 
anticipating the arrival of 
our saviour, Jesus Christ, 
or “maybe it’s because Tim 
and I are expecting our third 
grandbaby,” Bishop Jane 
Alexander wondered aloud 
to the capacity congregation 
gathered December 4 for 
Advent Lessons and Carols.

No matter the reason, 
the hope and anticipation 
of what is to come, “as 
we heard prophesized this 
morning,” provided the 
inspiration for Bishop Jane’s 
message to the more than 40 
people who travelled to the 

country church, a 45-minute 
drive west of Edmonton.

“At the worst times, the 
most difficult times in the 
history of God’s people, the 
children of Israel, prophets 
stood up and said: ‘Do 
not despair. You should be 
hopeful. He is coming.’ I’m 
sure at times that probably 
sounded as crazy as 
somebody standing up in the 
streets of Aleppo and saying, 
in this day and age, ‘Do not 
despair. Even in the midst of 
this, hope is coming.’”

And that is the 
“outrageous message of 
Advent that we are to hold. 
Even in the midst of this, 
hope is coming. He will 
bring peace. He will rule 
with equity. This King is 
going to be good news for 
everybody. Not just the rich 
and powerful, but the poor 
and downtrodden,” she said.

“The challenge for us, 
in 2016, is not to squander 
the promise that God will 
come.” And so, in the weeks 
until Christmas, amidst 
all the busyness, all the 
shopping, all the wrapping, 
all the cleaning and cooking, 
she challenged, “what 
would it look like for us 
to be unexpectedly kind, 
unexpectedly generous, 

unexpectedly 
forgiving, 
unexpectedly loving 
and unexpectedly 
hopeful?”

Lunching 
together at the nearby 
Wabamun Seniors’ 
Centre following the 
service, congregants 
shared the hope of 
what is to come by 
contributing items 
to the Wabamun 
Christmas Hamper 
program.

Bishop Jane Alexander shares her “outrageous” Advent message during 
St. Aidan and St. Hilda’s 39th Advent Lessons and Carols Service.

St. Aidan and St. Hilda, Rexboro
Pictured at right, from 
top: rector’s warden 
Bill Sommer welcomes 
the congregation; 
parish organist Fred 
Bryant plays “Away in 
a Manger” and other 
traditional carols.
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